backlash 

Amidst  an  'environment  of  hate'  provoked  by 
the  campaign  to  overturn  domestic  partners 
legislation,  two  ministers  receive  death  threats 
and  one  is  assaulted 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  lesbian  associate 
pastor  at  the  Metrofjolitan  Community 
Church  (MCC)  has  been  assaulted  twice  in 
recent  weeks  after  she  and  her  colleague  at 
the  church  received  death  threats.  The  at¬ 
tacks,  which  are  still  under  investigation  by 
the  police,  come  in  the  midst  of  a  public  bat¬ 
tle  over  the  recently-passed  domestic  part¬ 
ners  legislation  in  this  city  and  what  some 
observers  call  a  climate  of  heightened  anti¬ 
gay  violence. 

The  woman  who  was  attacked,  Lynn 
Griffis,  was  hit  in  the  face  with  a  shovel  at 
her  home  in  San  Francisco’s  Panhandle 
neighborhood  July  12.  Griffis  had  been  in¬ 
vestigating  a  loud  noise  in  her  garage  when 
she  was  hit  and  knocked  unconscious  by  her 
assailant,  whom  she  did  not  see.  The  words 
“Die  with  your  fags,”  were  painted  on  the 
inside  of  Griffis’  garage. 

The  day  before  the  attack,  Griffis,  who 
heads  MCC’s  AIDS  ministry,  and  Jim  Mit- 
ulski,  pastor  at  the  church,  received  a  hand- 
delivered  letter  saying  “lam  going  to  have 
to  murder  you.”  The  letter  included  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  Mitulski  with  a  red  slash  mark  across 
his  neck. 

Griffis  received  another  death  threat  July 
25,  this  time  by  phone.  Then  on  the  morning 
of  July  27,  while  walking  near  her  home,  she 
was  abducted  and  beaten  by  two  men  in  a 
car  who  Griffis  described  as  “skinheads.” 
According  to  Jill  Tregor  of  the  Community 
United  Against  Violence  (CUAV),  one  of 
Griffis’  assailants  said  “There’s  that  bitch 
who  helps  dying  fags”  at  which  point  the 
two  men  grabbed  her  and  threw  her  in  the 
car,  where  they  proceeded  to  verbally  and 
physically  assault  her. 

While  they  “beat  the  shit  out  of  her,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Tregor,  the  two  men  said  several 
things  that  indicated  they  had  made  the 
threats,  and  they  said  they  would  go  after 
Mitulski  next. 

After  being  thrown  from  the  car,  Griffis 
made  her  way  to  her  home,  and  from  there 
she  was  taken  to  the  hospital. 

Since  the  attacks,  police  have  stepped  up 
patrols  of  Griffis’  residence  and  the  church. 
Composite  drawings  of  the  two  men  in  the 
car  have  been  circulated  by  police  as  well  as 
CUAV.  In  addition,  San  Francisco  Mayor 
Art  Agnos  has  issued  a  $5000  reward  for  in¬ 
formation  leading  to  the  conviction  of  Grif¬ 
fis’  attackers. 

But  Griffis  and  Mitulski  are  not  the  only 
ones  to  receive  threats.  According  to 
Tregor,  on  July  26,  the  night  after  the  se¬ 
cond  attack  on  Griffis,  over  200  demonstra¬ 
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tors  took  part  in  a  march  organized  by  ACT 
UP/San  Francisco.  The  march  began  in  the 
heavily-gay  Castro  neighborhood  and  head¬ 
ed  to  the  neighborhood  known  as  the 
Haight,  where  anti-lesbian  and  -gay  physical 
and  verbal  assaults  have  taken  place.  Tregor 
said  just  after  the  march  left  the  Castro  a 
truck  “came  tearing  through  the  Castro 
dropping  leaflets”  depicting  a  gay  man  dy¬ 
ing  of  AIDS  accompanied  by  anti-gay,  anti- 
AIDS  slurs.  She  said  several  of  the  people 
interviewed  by  the  media  during  the  Friday 
evening  protest  received  copies  of  the  flyer 
stuck  to  their  doors  Saturday  morning. 

Tregor  told  GCN  the  attacks  on  Griffis 
are  part  of  a  heightened  “environment  of 
hate”  that  has  grown  out  of  a  right-wing 
religious-led  battle  against  domestic  part¬ 
ners  legislation  recently  passed  by  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  Board  of  Supervisors  (see  GCN,  May 
21-27,  1989).  On  the  day  the  new  law  was  to 
take  effect  religious  opponents  of  the 
measure  blocked  it  by  gathering  enough  sig¬ 
natures  to  have  it  placed  on  the  upcoming 
November  ballot. 

“When  you  have  the  Catholic  Church 
specifically  going  after  domestic  partners,  it 
gives  permission  to  people  who  might  attack 
lesbians  and  gay 'men  in  other  ways,”  said 
Tregor. 

After  the  first  attack  Griffis  said  she 
thought  she  had  been  targeted  because  she 
was  a  lesbian  religious  leader  whose  public 
life  included  AIDS  work  and  speaking  out  in 
favor  of  the  domestic  partner  legislation. 
Tregor  said  that  although  Griffis  spoke  at 
an  MCC  service  two  days  after  her  latest 
assault,  she  has  been  unavailable  for  com¬ 
ments  to  the  press  since  then. 

Cynthia  Goldstein  of  the  San  Francisco- 
based  National  Gay  Rights  Advocates 
(NGRA),  agreed  with  Tregor  about  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  domestic  partners  bill 
and  the  attacks.  She  said  she  thought  the 
petition  drive  mounted  by  opponents  of 
domestic  partners  had  created  “a  much 
more  hostile  climate”  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  the  city.  Goldstein  said  NGRA  had 
recently  filed  suit  charging  that  the  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  bill  misrepresented  it  to 
potential  signatories  of  the  petition.  A  hear¬ 
ing  is  scheduled  Aug.  16  to  determine 
whether  the  petition  was  filed  properly  and 
whether  it  will  be  removed  from  the  ballot. 

Dick  Pabich,  the  political  consultant 
directing  the  campaign  to  defeat  the 
November  ballot  measure,  said  he  “didn’t 
know  how  much”  of  the  recent  anti-gay  ac- 
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*Vulgar’  sign  at  Pride 

splits  Provincetown 

An  ACT  UP  member’s  'Legalize  Butt  Fucking,  Legalize 
cut  Licking’  sign  sparks  tensions  between  P ’town’s 
tourist-oriented  community  and  activists 


By  Leigh  Peake 

PROVINCETOWN,  Mass.  —  A  sign  car¬ 
ried  by  a  member  of  ACT  UP/New  York 
during  the  July  23  Pride  march  here  has 
sharply  divided  the  Provincetown  com¬ 
munity  and  cost  one  man  his  job.  At  risk, 
according  to  those  involved  in  the  debate,  is 
the  future  of  gay  and  lesbian  Pride  celebra¬ 
tions  in  Provincetown,  a  largely  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  resort  area. 

The  controversial  sign  read  “Legalize 
Butt  Fucking”  on  one  side  and  “Legalize 
Clit  Licking”  on  the  other.  While  the  parade 
itself  proceeded  without  incident,  ending  in 
an  energetic  rally  at  town  hall  that  featured 
Kate  Clinton  and  Holly  Near,  many  town 
groups  have  condemned  ACT  UP  for  what 
they  describe  as  a  “vulgar”  and  “offensive” 
display. 

At  an  explosive  town  meeting  held  the  day 
after  the  Pride  march,  July  24th,  the  Chief 
of  Police,  the  Provincetown  Business  Guild 
(PBG)  and  the  Provincetown  Pride  Com¬ 
mittee  all  criticized  ACT  UP.  According  to 
eyewitnesses.  Chief  of  Police  Meads  set  the 
tone  and  agenda  of  the  meeting  by  .saying 
that  although  the  sign  was  legal,  it  was 
disgusting.  He  said  he  “wanted  to  see  that  it 
never  happened  again.”  The  PBG  and  Pride 
Committee  followed  suit.  Both  groups  con¬ 
demned  the  sign  and  claimed  no  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  incident. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  PrideCommittee  July 
26,  the  committee  “denounced  the  activist 
part  of  the  parade”  and  said  that  they  didn’t 
want  anything  “political”  in  the  march,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Steve  Crouch,  a  member  of  ACT 
UP/Provincetown.  An  even  more  explosive 
Pride  Committee  meeting  was  held  July  31, 
at  which  time  committee  members  learned 
that  Keith  Boyles,  a  chaplain  with  Interfaith 
had  been  fired.  Interfaith  is  an  ecumenical 
religious  group  which  was  one  of  the  pri¬ 
mary  sponsors  of  the  Pride  march.  Along 
with  playing  a  large  role  in  organizing  the 
Pride  march,  Boyles  had  also  delivered  a 


fiery  speech  at  the  rally  in  which  he  con¬ 
demned  oppressive  sexist  and  heterosexist 
attitudes.  At  the  July  31  meeting.  Chief 
Meads  reportedly  said  “1  hold  [Boyles]  sole¬ 
ly  responsible.” 

Boyles  told  GCN  that  his  dismissal  was 
clearly  a  case  of  scapegoating  by  Interfaith 
and  by  the  police.  “Interfaith  has  not  sup¬ 
ported  me  at  all  through  this  crisis,  in  fact 
they  participated  in  it.”  Boyles  said  that  a 
letter  from  Interfaith  cited  three  “mean¬ 
ingless”  reasons  for  his  dismissal;  1)  inap¬ 
propriate  representation  of  the  philosophy 
and  purpose  of  Interfaith;  2)  lack  of  com¬ 
munication  and  cooperation  with  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  of  directors;  and  3)  failure 
to  accept  the  direction  of  the  board  of  Inter¬ 
faith.  Boyles  said  he  felt  Interfaith  was 
“avoiding  the  issues  by  getting  rid  of  one 
person.”  When  contacted  by  GCN,  Kitty 
Dewey,  President  of  Interfaith,  would  not 
comment  on  the  matter. 

The  Provincetown  Business  Guild,  a 
group  of  gay  and  straight  business  people  in 
Provincetown,  responded  to  the  Pride 
events  by  disavowing  any  part  in  organizing 
or  planning  the  march  and  by  sending  an 
open  letter  to  the  press  condemning  ACT 
UP.  Philippe  D’Auteuil,  president  of  the 
PBG,  told  GCN  that  “as  far  as  the  march 
itself  goes,  we  were  very  supportive.. .our 
issue  is  with  the  vulgar  signs.  With  the  signs 
come  a  lack  of  respect....  It’s  a  small  town 
and  when  you  slap  one  of  us  in  the  face,  you 
slap  all  of  us  in  the  face.” 

D’Auteuil  said  that  the  PBG  is  in  an  “odd 
situation”  since  it  has  both  gay  and  straight 
members  and  is  therefore  “taking  it  from 
both  sides.”  D’Auteuil  also  told  GCN  that 
in  a  pre-Carnival  meeting  August  1  between 
the  PBG,  the  Provincetown  police,  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  T own  Manager, 
that  the  latter  parties  made  it  clear  that 
“they  are  not  worried  about  ACT  UP,  they 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Fortunately  1  was  fat  and  not  real  ap¬ 
pealing...  [A]  guy  like  me  —  over  forty, 
overweight  —  nobody’s  going  to  want  me 
for  a  shower  toy.” 

—  David  Crosby,  from  his 
autobiography  Long  Time  Gone,  as  quoted 
in  Spy  magazine.  Crosby  was  looking  back 
on  the  time  he  spent  in  a  Texas  prison  after 
being  convicted  of  drug  possession  in  1983. 

Condom  giveaway 
in  SF  county  jails 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Despite  possible 
legal  ramifications.  Sheriff  Michael  Hen¬ 
nessey  has  decided  to  expand  the  AIDS 
education  and  prevention  campaign  here  by 
permitting  the  distribution  of  condoms  to 
male  prisoners  in  San  Francisco  county  jails. 
San  Francisco  is  the  first  Jurisdiction  in  the 
state  of  California  to  initiate  giving  con¬ 
doms  to  prisoners  as  a  part  of  AIDS  preven¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  Sentinel. 

Since  1987  both  men  and  women  have 
received  condoms  upon  release  from  county 
jails,  but  they  have  not  received  them  while 
in  jail.  In  an  interview  in  the  Sentinel,  Hen- 
nesey  pointed  out  that  almost  every  person 
who  is  serving  time  in  county  jails  is  released 
without  ever  being  sentenced  to  state  or 
federal  prisons.  Distribution  of  condoms 
within  the  county  jails  will  therefore  help 
not  only  while  the  individual  is  in  jail,  but 
will  further  safer  sex  practices  after  the  in¬ 
dividual  is  released. 

Hennessey  admits  that  sex  between 
prisoners  occurs  in  California’s  jails  and 
prisons  even  though  it  is  a  felony  in  that 
state.  “There  are  rules  against  it,  there  are 
laws  against  it,  but  the  truth  is  that  correc¬ 
tional  officers  clearly  are  unable  to  prevent 
consensual  sex  among  prisoners,”  he  said. 
According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  however,  it 
is  unclear  whether  or  not  prison  officials 
who  participate  in  the  condom  distribution 
program  could  be  charged  with  encouraging 
sex  between  prisoners. 

The  idea  of  the  condom  giveaway  is  to  go 
beyond  prevention  through  abstract  educa¬ 
tion.  “It  is  educating  in  a  vacuum  to  make 
information  available  but  not  the  pro¬ 
phylactics,”  said  Hennessey.  He  credits 
former  Surgeon  General  Everett  Koop  for 
advocating  the  use  of  condoms. 

Four  other  correctional  systems  in  the 
U.S.  offer  condom  giveaways  as  a  method 
of  AIDS  prevention.  They  are  Vermont, 
Mississippi,  Philadelphia,  and  Rikers  Island 
in  New  York  City. 

□  Liddy  Rich 

Gay  school  official 
faces  recall 

FREMONT,  Calif.  —  Just  a  few  weeks 
after  the  president  of  the  school  board  here 
came  out  at  a  press  conference,  a  group  call¬ 
ing  itself  the  Fremont  Family  Alliance  has 
filed  recall  papers  on  grounds  of 
“defrauding  [the]  voters.”  Robert 
Stipicevich  has  served  on  the  school  board 
for  four  years.  He  recently  came  out  at  a 
press  conference  because  he  was  tired  of 
hiding  from  rumors  that  he  was  gay  (see 
GCN,  June  18-24,  1989). 

The  group  seeking  the  recall  charges 
Stipicevich  with  defrauding  voters  because 
he  wasn’t  openly  gay  when  he  ran  for  office 
and  because  he  waited  four  years  to  come 
out,  reported  the  Boston  Globe.  The  Fre¬ 
mont  Family  Alliance  also  said  that  the  fact 
that  Stipicivech  is  gay  has  created  a  conflict 
of  interest  and  argued  that  he  should  have 
abstained  from  voting  on  the  school 
district’s  AIDS  education  curriculum, 
which  was  recently  enacted.  The  group  has 
five  months  to  gather  the  12,000  signatures 
necessary  for  a  recall  measure  to  be  put  on 
the  ballot. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Taking  on  the 
church 

PHILADELPHIA  —  On  July  9,  the  Sun¬ 
day  after  the  Supreme  Court’s  anti-abortion 
ruling,  a  group  of  more  than  20  abortion 
rights  activists  staged  a  guerrilla  theater  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  steps  of  the  Basilica  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul  in  center  city  here. 

While  churchgoers  and  tourists  looked 
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on,  four  women  “died”  on  the  Cathedral 
steps.  Others,  dressed  in  black,  enacted  a 
ritual  mourning  for  women  who  will  die 
from  illegal  abortions,  as  well  as  victims  of 
rape,  incest,  forced  childbearing  and  other 
forms  of  economic  and  sexual  violence. 

The  protest,  timed  to  coincide  with  the 
beginning  of  High  Mass,  received  en¬ 
thusiastic  support  from  passing  motorists  in 
response  to  a  sign  that  said  “honk  for 
choice.”  Numerous  individuals  showed 
their  support  and  activists  noted  that  some 
women  and  girls  on  their  way  into  church 
gave  furtive  signals  of  solidarity. 

The  Catholic  Church  was  targeted 
because  of  its  key  role,  both  nationally  and 
locally,  in  funding  and  masterminding  the 
anti-abortion  movement.  Philadelphia 
churches  have  provided  resources  for 
Operation  Rescue  and  local  groups  respon¬ 
sible  for  years  of  harassment  and  violence  at 
area  abortion  clinics.  Participants  in  the 
demonstration  said  that  this  was  the  first  of 
a  series  of  actions  designed  to  move  the 
arena  of  struggle  from  clinics  to  anti¬ 
abortion  territory. 

□  Susan  Saxe 

First  program  for 
older  PWAs 

NEW  YORK  —  Saying  that  most  AIDS 
service  programs  have  been  designed  with 
younger  people  in  mind.  Senior  Action  in  a 
Gay  Environment  (SAGE)  recently  an¬ 
nounced  a  new  care  and  support  system  ex¬ 
clusively  for  older  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs). 

The  New  York  City  Department  of 
Health  estimates  that  6,000  people  who  are 
50  years  old  and  older  in  New  York  City  will 
have  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS  by  1992. 
sage’s  associate  director  for  services, 
Arlene  Kochman,  said  “There  is  evidence 
that  the  course  of  the  disease  may  be  very 
different  in  older  people.”  She  pointed  out 
that  treatments  and  drug  therapies  could  be 
different  for  people  with  arthritis,  high 
blood  pressure  and  diabetes.  Kochman  also 
said  that  people  who  are  older  “need  to  be 
reassured  that  their  lives  are  as  important  as 
any  person  with  AIDS,  no  matter  what 
their  age.” 

SAGE  said  that  its  new  program  is  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  U.S.  Components  of 
the  program  will  include  needs  assessments, 
buddy  services,  support  and  bereavement 
groups  for  care-partners,  lifetime  partners 
and  spouses  of  older  PWAs,  and  training 
about  AIDS  education  for  older  people 
designed  for  staffs  of  hospitals  and  social 
service  agencies  who  serve  older  people. 

SAGE  also  recently  announced  that  a 
weekly  support  group  for  older  people  who 
are  HIV  positive  will  be  held  in  New  York. 
The  group  began  meeting  in  mid-July  and 
will  continue  to  meet  on  Monday  nights.  For 
more  information,  contact  Arlene  Kochman 
at  (212)  741-2247. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Immigration 
officials  extend  HIV 
law 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  An  HIV  positive 
visitor  to  the  U.S.  will  be  allowed  to  remain 
for  seven  full  weeks,  marking  the  first  time 
that  the  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturaliza¬ 
tion  Service  (INS)  has  departed  from  its 
restrictions  on  travel  for  people  from  other 
countries  who  are  HIV  positive.  (HIV  is  a 
virus  thought  by  many  to  be  a  cause  of 
AIDS.) 

The  National  Gay  Rights  Advocates 
(NGRA)  and  the  Sixth  International  Con¬ 
ference  on  AIDS  successfully  petitioned  the 
INS  to  allow  Knud  Josephsen,  a  Danish 
social  worker,  to  remain  in  the  U.S.  for 
more  than  30  days  in  order  to  conduct  exten¬ 
sive  studies  on  AIDS  research  in  the  U.S. 
(HIV  is  a  virus  thought  by  many  to  be  a 
cause  of  AIDS.) 

HIV  discrimination  laws  became  a  hot 
topic  when  a  Dutch  PWA,  Hans  Paul 
Verhoef,  who  was  on  his  way  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Conference 
held  here  last  spring,  was  imprisoned  for 
five  days  in  Minneapolis  (see  GCN,  April 
9-15,  1989).  A  1987  law  written  by  U.S.  Sen. 
Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.)  places  restrictions  on 
HIV-positive  people  entering  the  U.S.  After 
the  Verhoef  incident,  AIDS  and  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  rights  advocates  pressured  the  INS  to 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


change  its  policy.  In  late  May,  the  INS 
decided  to  allow  30-day  waivers  (to  be  ap¬ 
plied  for  six  weeks  in  advance)  for  HIV¬ 
positive  people  visiting  the  U.S. 

Josephsen  was  stopped  on  his  way  to  the 
Montreal  AIDS  conference  held  in  June  (see 
GCN,  June  18-24,  1989).  He  was  detained 
for  several  hours  and  was  eventually  given  a 
30-day  waiver.  But  since  the  Danish  govern¬ 
ment  had  funded  him  to  do  seven  weeks  of 
research,  Josephsen  sought  an  extension. 
The  NGRA  petition  was  filed  in  June  with 
support  from  the  International  AIDS  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Danish  government  and  Sen. 
Ted  Kennedy  (D-Mass.).  On  July  20,  two 
days  before  he  was  to  leave  the  country, 
Josephsen  received  a  letter  granting  him  per¬ 
mission  to  stay.  NGRA  said  that  although 
the  wording  of  the  letter  was  “cautious,” 
the  decision  marked  an  important  prece¬ 
dent. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Abortion  rights 
victory  in  D.C. 

WASHINGTON  —  In  the  first  test  vote 
on  abortion  since  the  Webster  decision,  the 
House  of  Representatives  narrowly  defeated 
an  amendment  that  would  have  barred  the 
use  of  D.C.  public  funds  for  abortions 
August  2.  Abortion  rights  activists  hailed 
the  vote  as  a  “major  victory,”  according  to 
the  New  York  Times. 

The  vote  was  on  an  amendment  to  an  ap¬ 
propriations  bill.  Such  amendments  have 
passed  the  House  in  recent  years,  and  last 
year  the  House  approved  a  similar  measure 
by  a  228-188  margin.  Pro-choice  advocates 
were  not  optimistic  about  their  chances  of 
blocking  the  amendment  this  year  either, 
but  concentrated  lobbying  efforts,  plus  the 
increased  attention  focused  on  abortion 
rights,  led  to  the  unexpected  victory. 

The  August  2  vote  was  219-206,  which, 
while  narrow,  signifies  how  important  the 
“abortion  issue”  has  become  in 
Washington.  Since  the  Supreme  Court’s 
decision  in  Webster  allowing  states  greater 
power  to  restrict  abortion  rights,  pro-choice 
activists,  anti-abortionists,  and  the 
mainstream  press  have  all  said  that  abortion 
will  be  a  major  issue  in  deciding  the  political 
fate  of  many  elected  officials.  The  recent 
House  vote  seems  to  corroborate  that 
prediction. 

“A  new  political  era  begins  right  now, 
friends,”  said  Rep.  Les  AuCoin  (D-Oregon), 
speaking  to  other  representatives.  “You  will 
now  be  held  accountable  in  ways  you’ve 
never  been  held  accountable  before.” 

Although  the  amendment  prohibiting  the 
use  of  District  funds  was  struck  down,  the 
bill  still  bars  the  use  of  Federal  money  for 
abortion  except  in  cases  of  rape  and  incest, 
or  where  the  life  of  the  mother  is  en¬ 
dangered. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Asian  lesbians  form 
network 

BANGKOK,  Thailand  —  With  support 
from  Amsterdam’s  International  Lesbian 
Information  Service,  the  Asian  Lesbian  Net¬ 
work  (ALN)  has  been  formed  here,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter.  The  ALN 
has  two  major  goals:  to  provide  a  specifical¬ 
ly  designated  meeting  space  for  lesbians  in 
Bangkok  and  to  support  similar  groups  in 
Asia. 

ALN  organizer  Tang  Unchana  Suwanna- 
nond  worked  for  two  years  at  Amsterdam’s 
Foundation  Against  Traffic  in  Women 
where  she  counseled  Thai  women  who  had 
been  brought  to  Amsterdam  to  be  pro¬ 
stitutes.  Suwannanond  returned  to 
Bangkok  in  order  to  both  organize  the  ALN 
and  continue  her  work  in  prostitutes’  rights. 

Early  in  1989  the  ALN  established  a  low- 
cost  hostel  for  lesbians  and  other  women 
who  are  traveling.  The  “Ladies’  Lodge” 
hostel  is  the  network’s  first  successful  pro¬ 
ject.  It  will  provide  foreign  women  with  safe 
lodging  and  a  place  to  meet  Thai  lesbians,  as 
well  as  allow  local  lesbians  to  gather. 

ALN  has  scheduled  an  Asian  lesbian  con¬ 
ference  to  be  held  here  in  December.  Asian 
lesbians  living  in  all  parts  of  the  world  are 
welcome  to  attend.  ALN  would  also  ap¬ 
preciate  any  contributions  or  materials  for 
the  conference.  For  more  information,  write 
to  The  Ladies’  Lodge,  Box  322,  Ra- 
jdamnern,  Bangkok  10200,  Thailand.  ALN 
requests  that  the  word  “lesbian”  not  appear 
on  the  envelope. 

□  Deb  Schwartz 
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Kennedy  announces  AIDS 
plan 

PWA  Belinda  Mason,  newly  appointed  to  the  National 
AIDS  Commission,  urges  greater  access  to  health  care  for 
PWAs  and  people  who  are  HIV  positive 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Sen.  Edward 
M.  Kennedy  (D-Mass.)  called  July  25  for  a 
new  plan  of  action  to  combat  the  “twin 
epidemics”  of  AIDS  and  drugs  plaguing  in¬ 
ner  cities. 

He  announced  five  new  initiatives  in  ser¬ 
vices  for  PWAs  and  drug  users  after  visiting 
clients  privately  at  the  metropolitan  area’s 
primary  community-based  AIDS  service 
center,  the  Whitman  Walker  Clinic,  located 
near  neighborhoods  with  a  high  rate  of  drug 
use  in  Northwest  D.C.  “Dramatic  expan¬ 
sion  of  community-based  care  facilities” 
such  as  this  one  would  be  required  to  suc¬ 
ceed  in  the  fight  against  AIDS,  he  said. 

“What  disturbs  me  most  is  the  sense  of 
isolation  and  abandonment  that  some  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  live  with  every  day,”  Ken¬ 
nedy  told  reporters  and  clinic  supporters. 
“No  human  being  struggling  against  this 
terrible  illness  should  have  to  do  so  alone.” 

His  comments  were  echoed  by  Belinda 
Ann  Mason,  a  PWA  appointed  this  week 
(see  GCN,  July  30)  by  President  George 
Bush  to  the  National  Commission  on  AIDS, 
created  by  Congress  last  November.  She 
said,  “It’s  terrible  enough  to  have  to  expend 
energy  and  combat  a  disease  without  having 
additional  barriers  erected  before  us.” 

Mason,  president  of  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  People  with  AIDS,  is  a  mother  of 
two  who  contracted  AIDS  through  a  blood 
transfusion.  She  said  her  neighborhood 
pool  in  Hartford,  Kentucky  was  closed 
because  it  was  known  that  she  had  AIDS. 

Said  Kennedy,  “Those  who  persist  in 
thinking  that  this  epidemic  does  not  concern 
them  must  take  note  that  some  104,000 
Americans  have  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS 
and  60,000  have  died.  For  the  sake  of  all 

Americans  and  for  all  future  generations, 

we  must  unite  in  common  purpose  to  end 
the  AIDS  nightmare.  [It]  has  now  claimed 
more  American  lives  than  the  entire  Viet¬ 
nam  war.” 

Kennedy  stated  that  his  first  priority  is 


passage  of  a  comprehensive  plan  now  before 
Congress  that  would  ban  discrimination 
against  PWAs,  people  who  are  HIV  posi¬ 
tive,  and  those  who  have  other  health  pro¬ 
blems.  The  plan  is  known  as  the  Americans 
with  Disability  Act. 

Kennedy  praised  the  Senate  Labor  Com¬ 
mittee  for  approving  extension  of  federal 
funds  to  help  low-income  PWAs  get  life¬ 
prolonging  treatments.  Kennedy  also  credit¬ 
ed  PWAs  and  their  advocates  with  winning 
release  of  experimental  drugs  to  fight  the 
disease.  He  promised  to  renew  work  with 
government  agencies  in  order  to  open  up  ac¬ 
cess  to  promising  treatments.  The  senator 
was  credited  with  freeing  up  $5  million  in 
federal  subsides  in  late  March  for  PWAs 
without  money  for  the  AIDS  drug  AZT. 

Kennedy  promised  to  ask  Bush  to  double 
his  1990  budget  request  for  community- 
based  research  and  he  said  he  would  seek 
AIDS  health  care  funding  “as  close  to  the 
$100  million  mark  as  possible”  from  the 
Senate  appropriations  subcommittee.  “Ob¬ 
viously  this  is  a  very  difficult  budget  year, 
but  AIDS-care  dollars  deserve  our  highest 
priority,”  he  said. 

The  new  initiatives  are: 

•  Comprehensive  care  legislation  for 
“front-line  partnerships”  in  support  ser¬ 
vices  and  medical  care,  to  be  introduced  by 
early  September  with  Sen.  Alan  Cranston 
(D-Calif.)  and  Sen.  Arlen  Specter  (R-Pa.) 

•  Support  via  Congress  for  “the  thous¬ 
ands  of  desperately  ill”  homeless  PWAs 

•  Assistance  for  PWAs  so  that  they  may 
retain  their  health  coverage,  a  move  that  will 
“actually  save  taxpayers’  dollars” 

•  New  support  for  case  management  and 
referral  services  to  “assure  treatment  on  de¬ 
mand”  for  intravenous  drug  users 

•  A  detailed  emergency  relief  plan  by  Oct. 
1  for  cities  and  care-providers  “swamped  by 
AIDS,”  whose  impact  is  “no  less  dramatic 
than  other  disasters  of  nature” 

Continued  on  page  6 


Judge  upholds  lesbian 
custody  case 

A  Vermont  lesbian  is  awarded  custody  of  her  late  lover’s 
son  despite  the  objections  of  the  child’s  grandparents 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

MONTPELIER,  Vt.  —  The  will  written 
by  a  lesbian  killed  in  an  automobile  accident 
was  upheld  by  a  Probate  judge  July  25,  giv¬ 
ing  custody  of  her  son  to  her  lover,  who  sur¬ 
vived  the  crash.  The  will  had  been  challeng¬ 
ed  by  the  parents  of  Susan  Hamilton,  the 
woman  who  died. 

In  February  of  1988,  just  before  giving 
birth  to  her  son,  Colin,  Hamilton  wrote  a 
will  which  named  Susan  Bellemare  as  the 
guardian  of  any  children  Hamilton  might 
have.  The  will  also  named  Bellemare  ex¬ 
ecutrix  of  Hamilton’s  estate  and  trustee  of 
any  minor  children  of  Hamilton.  The  two 
women  had  lived  together  for  a  dozen  years 
and  jointly  owned  a  house  in  Waterbury, 
Vermont,  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  accor-. 
ding  to  Bellemare’s  attorney,  Susan  Mur¬ 
ray. 

On  May  15  of  this  year  Hamilton, 
Bellemare  and  Colin  were  involved  in  an  acci¬ 
dent  in  which  Hamilton  was  killed  and  Belle¬ 
mare  and  the  boy  were  injured.  Hamilton’s 
parents,  Philip  and  Elsa  Hamilton,  took  care 
of  Colin  at  their  home  in  New  Jersey  while 
Bellemare  recovered  from  surgery  in  the 
hospital.  But  the  Hamiltons  refused  to  return 
the  boy  to  Bellemare’s  custody  or  let  her  visit 
him  until  Probate  Judge  John  Cain  ordered 
that  Colin  be  returned  to  Bellemare  after  a 
June  30  hearing. 

Although  the  challenge  to  Hamilton’s  will 
filed  by  the  parents  claimed  their  daughter 
and  Bellemare  lived  together  under  “ir¬ 
regular  circumstances,”  according  to  Mur¬ 
ray,  their  specific  challenges  had  to  do  with 
the  validity  of  the  will.  The  Hamiltons 


claimed  that  the  will  was  not  properly  ex¬ 
ecuted  and  that  Hamilton  was  “unduly  in¬ 
fluenced”  by  Bellemare  when  she  wrote  the 
will.  At  the  hearing  held  July  19  to  decide 
the  validity  of  the  will,  Susan  Hamilton’s 
lawyer,  Russell  Niquette,  testified  that 
Hamilton  was  an  independent,  responsible 
person  who  had  expressed  her  desires  in  the 
will  with  no  undue  influence  from  anyone. 
According  to  Murray,  the  Hamiltons 
presented  no  witnesses  at  the  hearing  to  sup¬ 
port  their  claim  of  “undue  influence.” 

In  his  July  25  ruling,  Cain  rejected  the 
Hamiltons’  challenge  and  declared  the  will 
valid,  naming  Bellemare  guardian,  executrix 
and  trustee  as  Hamilton  intended. 

The  Hamiltons  have  until  August  24  to 
appeal  Cain’s  decision.  Their  attorney, 
Richard  Lang,  would  not  comment  on  the 
case  when  contacted  by  GCN. 

At  this  point,  according  to  Murray,  the 
case  sets  no  precedent  in  terms  of  the  paren¬ 
tal  rights  of  lesbian  or  gay  co-parents  in  the 
state  of  Vermont  since  the  only  challenge 
has  been  to  the  validity  of  Hamilton’s  will. 
“Just  because  Susan  Hamilton’s  parents 
don’t  like  the  choice  she  made  about  who 
should  be  guardian  is  not  a  sufficient  legal 
standard  to  have  the  will  overturned,”  said 
Murray.  “At  this  point  there  is  no  issue  of 
sexual  orientation  in  this  case,  and  if 
nothing  is  filed  in  the  future,  there  never  will 
be,”  she  said. 

Susan  Bellemare  was  unavailable  for 
comment  at  presstime. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Gay  candidate  runs  in 
Connecticut 

Backed  by  an  independent  third  party,  John  Bonelli 
becomes  the  first  openly  gay  person  to  seek  elects  office 
in  Hartford 


By  William  John  Mann 

HARTFORD,  Conn.  —  People  For 
Change  (PFC),  Hartford’s  independent 
third  party,  has  nominated  a  gay  man  to  run 
on  its  slate  for  city  council  in  November. 
John  G.  Bonelli,  a  long-time  gay  activist  in 
the  city,  was  endorsed  unanimously  at  Peo¬ 
ple  For  .  Change’s  steering  committee 
meeting  July  31. 

Likening  his  nomination  to  the  Rev.  Jesse’ 
Jackson’s  1988  presidential  bid,  Bonelli  said 
“Jesse  Jackson  said  to  his  caucus,  ‘We’ve 
never  been  at  this  place  before.’  And  for  my 
gay  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  room,  we’ve 
'  never  been  at  this  place  before.” 

People  For  Change  surprised  pundits  two 
years  ago  when  it  elected  two  of  its  members 
to  the  Hartford  City  Council,  effectively 
ousting  the  Republicans  as  the  minority  par¬ 
ty.  Since  that  time,  PFC  was  instrumental  in 
electing  Juan  Figueroa  to  the  Connecticut 
General  Assembly  as  Hartford’s  first  Puerto 
Rican  state  representative.  A  coalition  of 
neighborhood,  labor,  Puerto  Rican,  Black, 
and  gay  and  lesbian  groups,  PFC  has  a  plat¬ 
form  that  is  committed  to  empowering  those 
perceived  as  left  behind  by  the  Democratic 
and  Republican  Parties.  In  addition  to  a  gay 
candidate,  PFC  nominated  incumbent 
councilperson  Eugenio  Caro,  who  is  Puerto 
Rican,  and  school  board  member  Sandra 
Little,  who  is  Black. 

“Over  the  past  few  years,  the  gay  and  les¬ 


bian  community  has  become  more  political¬ 
ly  active,  building  strong  alliances  with  pro¬ 
gressive  communities,”  Bonelli  says. 
“Those  alliances  have  broken  down  bar¬ 
riers,  provided  an  avenue  for  advancement 
of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.” 

More  than  250  people  turned  out  to  hear 
Bonelli,  26,  an  advocate  with  the  Connec¬ 
ticut  Coalition  for  the  Homeless,  officially 
announce  his  candidacy  at  City  Hall  on  July 
12.  Many  were  from  the  Puerto  Rican  com¬ 
munity,  and  Rep.  Juan  Figueroa  gave  two 
introductory  speeches  for  Bonelli,  one  in 
English  and  one  in  Spanish.  A  few  leaders 
from  the  Black  community  — ^'an  area  where 
most  analysts  say  Bonelli  needs  to  shore  up 
his  support  —  also  cheered  him  on.' Hart¬ 
ford  Mayor  Carrie  Saxon  Perry  was  among 
them. 

There  has  been  noticeable  enthusiasm  in 
recent  weeks  for  Bonelli’s  candidacy  among 
much  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  As 
local  news  programs  and  newspapers  focus 
on  the  novelty  of  an  openly  gay  man  running 
for  office,  a  number  of  supporters  have 
come  forward  to  become  more  involved  in 
the  campaign.  Bonelli  estimates  “more  than 
50”  people  are  active  as  volunteers  for  his 
race,  and  that  he  has  a  core  support  group  of 
“about  300,”  including  contributors. 

“The  time  is  right  for  us  to  have  our  own 
Continued  on  page  12 


Media  reports  of 
^troubled  homosexuar 
cloud  Iowa  case 


Mainstream  media  sources,  especially  NBC,  refect  anti¬ 
gay  bias  in  their  coverage  of  the  USS  Iowa  explosion 


By  Edward  Frauenheim 

NEW  YORK  —  Controversy  continues  to 
surround  the  April  19  explosion  of  the  USS 
Iowa.  Much  of  the  controversy  has  centered 
on  the  extreme  anti-gay  and  -lesbian  bias 
which  has  been  reflected  in  the  media’s 
coverage  of  and  speculation  about  the  Iowa 
case. 


NEWS 

ANALYSIS 


On  July  18,  an  NBC  news  correspondent 
broke  the  story  about  the  results  of  a  Naval 
Investigative  Services  (NIS)  report.  Fred 
Francis  reported  that  the  findings  theorized 
that  an  allegedly  gay  crew  member,  Clayton 
Hartwig,  engineered  the  blast  as  an  act  of 
suicide  after  being  rejected  by  another  crew 
member. 


The  NBC  report  set  the  tone  for  other 
coverage  of  the  Iowa  case.  NBC  News, 
which  has  continued  to  break  the  major 
stories  in  the  Iowa  case,  has  consistently  re¬ 
mained  uncritical  of  the  NIS  theory, 
although  other  news  sources  have  revealed 
major  flaws  in  the  evidence  used  in  the 
report. 

Forty-seven  crew  members,  including 
Hartwig,  died  in  the  explosion.  Citing  Hart- 
wig’s  personal  notes  and  letters,  as  well  as 
interviews  with  crew  members,  the  NIS 
report  argues  that  Hartwig  may  have  com¬ 
mitted  suicide  after  another  crew  member, 
Kendall  Truitt,  rejected  him.  Truitt  has 
denied  that  a  homosexual  relationship  ex¬ 
isted  between  the  two,  and  Hartwig’s  family 
has  insisted  he  was  not  gay. 

The  Iowa  report  has  not  been  made 
public,  and  is  currently  under  review  by 

Continued  on  page  6 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Opening 
Art  Director 

Available  early  September.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income- 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design 
skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specification, 
paste-up,  knowl^ge  of  offset  mechanical  pro¬ 
duction  and  printing  techniques,  and  previous 
related  experience  preferred. 

Deadline  for  application:  August  9. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues  and  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Salaries/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion.  To  apply  for  the  position,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed ‘on 'a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Lorde’s  graduation  speech  is 
news 

Dear  GCN: 

1  am  writing  in  respon.se  to  part  of  the  let¬ 
ter  written  by  Tracy  Turner  and  Linda 
Sponelli  (Vol.  17,  No.  1]  under  the 
heading  “Class  politics  of  violence  versus 
rudeness.”  I  imagine  that  the  GCN  staff  can 
state  its  own  defense  for  the  publication  of 
the  articles  mentioned.  1  would  like  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  article  “My  dream  of  a  radical 
graduation”  and  the  letter  about  it. 

The  letter  stated  that  “a  lengthy  article  on 
a  college  graduation  —  even  when  the 
speech  was  given  by  Audre  Lorde  —  is  simp¬ 
ly  nof  news.”  [authors  emphasis]  Well,  1 
disagree!  This  is  a  valid,  newsworthy  event 
based  on  the  following  logic: 

—  To  have  Lorde  reach  out  to  people  (the 
audience  described  in  the  letter)  who  rarely 
hear  other  than  mainstream  ideas  and  to 
have  them  willingly  —  even  enthusiastically 
—  listen  is  a  genuinely  political  and  personal 
event  for  marginalized  people. 

—  College  and  university  lesbian,  gay  and 
bisexual  communities  stand  as  a  stronghold 
for  our  community  in  often  otherwise  un¬ 
friendly  regions.  Because  they  can  be  in¬ 
stitutionalized,  they  tend  to  last  through  the 
continuous  membership  change,  as  students 
enter  and  leave  college.  Also,  many  people 
find  that  college  (e.specially  one  with  an 
organized  gay  community)  is  a  good  place  to 
come  out.  So  their  first  taste  of  les¬ 
bian/gay/bisexual  culture  is  at  college. 

—  The  news  coverage  of  this  event  signals 
to  other  student  organizations  that  they  may 
be  able  to  have  this  much  influence  within 
their  academic  institutions. 


The  more  emotional  attack  made  by  the 
authors  was  one  of  class  elitism  leveled  at 
Oberlin  College 

“To  spend  so  much  time  and  space  cover¬ 
ing  such  an  elitist  event  as  an  Oberlin 
graduation  demeans  all  the  rest  of  us  who 
have  had  to  work  to  put  ourselves  through 
schools  we  could  afford  to  go  to  (usually 
state  colleges  and  universities)  in  order  to 
qualify  for  low  paying  or  shitty  jobs.”  Well, 
1  was  enraged  by  this  accusation. 

1,  like  the  authors,  am  from  a  white,  poor 
background  (1  do  not  like  the  phrase  “work¬ 
ing  class”  —  it  implies  steady  employment). 
After  my  parents  separated,  my  mother,  my 
three  brothers  and  1  stayed  in  homeless 
.shelters  until  my  mother  could  scrape  up 
enough  money  for  a  cramped  apartment. 
(She  had  to  lie  about  how  many  children  she 
had  in  order  to  be  rented  an  apartment  that 
was  small  enough  for  her  budget.) 

Anyway,  I  am  now  preparing  to  graduate 
from  Oberlin  College  this  December.  1,  too, 
have  had  to  work  my  way  through  college. 
The  college  has  helped  me  a  great  deal. 
Oberlin  has  an  aid  blind  admissions  policy 

—  so  that  class  background  does  not  in¬ 
terfere.  The  college  works  hard  to  retain  ad¬ 
mitted  students  by  offering  financial  aid 
packages,  as  well  as  courses  to  improve  basic 
reading  or  mathematics  skills,  and  an  office 
of  student  support  services  that  focuses 
especially  on  people  of  color.  1  have  paid  no 
more  than  my  brother  who  attended  a  state 
university  to  gain  my  education. 

Rod  McCoy,  the  graduating  student  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  article,  is  from  a  large,  poor, 
African-American/Native-American  fami¬ 
ly.  He,  too,  has  worked  hard  to  get  through 
this  college.  Rod  has  striven  to  be  politically 
active  and  openly  gay  on  campus.  During 
his  stay  he  has  taught  two  courses  at  Oberlin 

—  both  with  lesbian/gay/bisexual  focuses 
as  the  course  topic.  His  final  mark  on  the 
college  as  a  student  was  the  1989  Com¬ 
mencement  speaker,  Audre  Lorde.  Her 
nomination  as  speaker  was  in  large  part  due 
to  his  diligent  efforts.  (Rod  will  be  return¬ 
ing  to  Oberlin  to  work  in  the  office  of  Stu¬ 
dent  Support  Services.) 

1  sincerely  applaud  your  effort  to  bring 
issues  of  classism  into  light.  And,  1  know 
that  financial  aid  is  a  very  serious  national 
problem  that  can  hit  the  lesbian/gay/bisex- 
ual  community  especially  hard  —  when  par¬ 
ents  withhold  (or  threaten  to  withhold)  fi¬ 
nances  from  students  who  have  “come 
out.”  Making  broad  generalizations  and 
focusing  your  attack  on  Oberlin  College 
merely  belittles  the  achievement  of  those  of 
us  who  have  struggled  so  long  to  attain  this 
education. 

Mary  McManus 

H  Oberlin,  Ohio 

The  continuum  of  violence 

Dear  GCN: 

1  feel  I  must  respond  to  the  letter  written 
by  Tracy  Turner  and  Linda  Sponelli,  Vol. 
17,  No.  1,  p.  5.  As  a  white  gay  disabled 
working  class  man  1  share  their  concerns 
about  coverage  of  the  violence  done  our 
community.  However,  I  think  they  are 
wrong  in  their  assumption  that  covering 
Minnie  Bruce  Pratt  and  Audre  Lorde  some¬ 
how  takes  away  from  GCN’s  ability  to  pro¬ 
vide,  and  increase,  coverage  of  violence 
issues. 

What  happened  to  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt  is 
part  of  the  continuum  of  violence  that  faces 
marginalized  people  daily.  The  harrasment 
she  was  subjected  to  is  news.  The  fact  that 
she  received  the  Lamont  Prize  for  poetry  as 
an  out  working  class  white  lesbian  is  news.  I 
think  the  writers  demean  the  poet  when  they 
devalue  her  “little  voices.”  I  encourage 
them  to  read  her  very  important  work;  much 
of  which  deals  with,  and  creates  images  for, 
understanding  violence  and  silence. 

In  The  Sound  of  One  Fork,  from 

“Rape”: 

*** 

When  the  police  come  they  don’t 
find  no  screaming 
lady  search  the  creepers 
at  next  light 
find  no  body  left 
but  the  corpse 

of  my  fear  clutching  the  phone 
on  the  desk  and  wait 

*** 

It  struck  me  that  the  writers  felt  the  need 
to  make  a  disclaimer  before  disagreeing  with 
GCN  for  covering  the  commencement 
speech  given  by  Audre  Lorde  at  Oberlin 
College.  Obviously  they  do  not  want  to  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  racist.  A  desire  that  I  share  and 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Remarks  on  the  Stonewall  Rebellion’s 
20th  Anniversary 


understand.  But  then  they  do  some  racist 
things  that  I  feel  I  must  challenge. 

Audre  Lorde  is  a  Black  feminist  lesbian 
warrior  poet  who  makes  very  clear  choices 
about  what  she  says,  where  she  says  it,  to 
whom  she  says  it,  and  why.  It  seems  racist  to 
want  to  read  these  particular  words  of  hers 
without  at  least  thinking  about  these  things. 
All  of  which  is  covered  in  the  article.  The 
speech  was  the  first  given  by  an  out  Black 
lesbian  at  a  major  commencement.  And  it 
was  organized  and  pushed  for  by  Black  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  and  other  marginalized  stu¬ 
dents.  Things  the  writers  chose  to  ignore 
which  are  all  newsworthy.  It  feels  like  the 
writers  thought  Audre  Lorde  should  not 
have  spoken  at  Oberlin.  The  writers  ignored 
any  empowering  work  the  poet  did.  All  of 
this  is  racist  and  erasing. 

I  must  say  that  1  am  angry  at  the  writers. 
They  do  the  very  thing  they  protest.  They 
deny  the  importance  of  covering  all  margin¬ 
alized  people.  Whether  one  goes  to  a  state 
school  or  Ivy  League,  whether  one  is  beat  up 
in  the  Fens  or  harassed  on  stage,  it  is  always 
painful  and  destructive  to  be  ignored  or 
erased.  One  suggestion,  if  people  want,  read 
Audre  Lorde’s  “Poetry  is  Not  a  Luxury,”  in 
Sister  Outsider.  “We  were  never  meant  to 
survive.”  —  Audre  Lorde,  “A  Litany  for 
Survival.” 

Sincerely, 
Larry  Roberts 

I  Ithaca,  NY 

Prisoner  writing  a  book  on 
prisoners  with  AIDS 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  in  the  process  of  writing  a  book  on 
Prisoners  with  AIDS  and  would  very  much 
like  to  hear  from  anyone  in  this  position  or 
from  their  loved  ones. 

I  am  interested  to  know  of  your  condi¬ 
tions,  access  to  medical  treatment,  support 
and  counselling,  etc.  etc. 

Please  keep  letters  as  brief  as  facts  will 
allow  and  if  you  do  not  wish  your  name  to 
be  published,  or  if  you  wish  to  use  a 
pseudonym,  say  so  in  your  letter. 

The  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  book 
will  go  into  a  fund  for  indigent  prisoners 
with  AIDS  throughout  the  U.S. 

Paul  Sinclair 

_  Box  1010  —  59556 

H  Canon  City,  CO  81212 

Uphold  right  to  abortion  in 
Mass. 

/GCN  recently  received  a  copy  of  this  letter 
sent  to  George  Keverian,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Mass.  House  of  Representatives] 

Dear  Speaker  Keverian, 

Knowing  that  the  fight  for  a  woman’s 
right  to  abortion  is  now  in  peril  on  the  state 
level,  I  ask  for  your  support  for  the  pro- 
choice  forces  in  the  battle  to  come. 

What  was  and  should  have  remained  a 
health  issue  has  now  become  a  political  bon¬ 
fire  come  home  to  roost.  1  believe  the 
primary  reason  for  this  is  the  volatile  mix¬ 
ture  of  religion  and  politics,  as  evidenced  in 
the  controversy  over  the  state  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Civil  Rights  Bill  and  AIDS-related 
legislation. 

The  leaders  of  the  Right  to  Life  mob  give 
religion  a  bad  name.  They  presume  to  speak 
in  the  name  of  “morality”  for  the  majority 
of  the  people  in  this  Commonwealth  yet 
their  interference  is  more  political  than 
religious. 

As  1  understand  the  Constitution, 
freedom  of  religion  also  means  the  freedom 
from  someone  else’s  religion  being  practiced 
on  me.  So-called  religious  beliefs  passing  for 
legislation  is  a  tragedy  no  citizen  should  be 
forced  to  endure. 

As  you  consider  the  upcoming  restrictions 
that  will  pass  your  desk,  please  remember 
those  freedoms. 

Sincerely, 
Robert  J.  Matthews 
H  Boston,  Mass. 


The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  author(s)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 


[Ed.  —  The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  a 
speech  delivered  at  the  rally  preceding  New 
York  Gay  Pride,  June  24,  1989.  J 

By  Harry  Hay 

A  1533  British  law  commanding  death  by 
hanging  for  anyone  convicted  as  a  practicing 
homosexual  was  not  changed  to  life  im¬ 
prisonment  until  1861  —  the  first  year  of  our 
American  Civil  War  and  only  51  years 
before  I  was  born.  The  socially-internalized 
self-hatred  among  gays  and  lesbians  was  still 
paramount  here  in  the  United  States  when  I 
founded  my  first  Mattachine  Society  in  Los 
Angeles  in  1950. 

Our  first  job  as  we  saw  it  was  to  invent 
and  then  begin  to  establish  a  positive  gay 
public  image.  It  took  me  2  '/r  years  to  find 
five  gay  men  to  sit  down  together  and  look 
at  each  other  and  find  each  other  good  peo¬ 
ple.  The  first  time,  in  November  in  1950, 
when  five  of  us  —  and  then  ten  of  us  —  gay 
men  and  women  —  did  sit  down  in  a  room  in 
Silverlake  we  discovered  each  other  ...  and 
so  ourselves ...  a  people  of  a  new  dimension, 
a  people  who  carried  —  each  of  them  —  a 
new  vision  in  their  hearts  of  how  people 
could  be  loving  with  each  other  in  social  as 
well  as  in  personal  ways  ...  a  people  who 
dreamed  to  develop  such  an  added  dimen¬ 
sional  vision  as  a  positive  gay  identity  in  the 
teeth  of  the  jingoist  newly-hatched  Korean 
War,  in  the  teeth  of  Senator  Joe  McCarthy’s 
witchhunt  against  gays  in  government. 
Bringing  this  self-actualizing  discovery  into 
collective  motion,  was  itself,  as  Charley 
Shively  might  put  it,  AN  ACT  OF 
REVOLUTION! 

And  it  worked! 

Within  a  year-and-a-half,  in  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1952,  our  first  Mattachine 
Society,  now  five  discussion  groups  in  Los 
Angeles,  a  couple  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
area,  and  one  in  San  Diego  —  defied  the  Los 
Angeles  city  establishment  by  challenging  an  en¬ 
trapment  case.  Our  fighting  waterfront 
trade  union  lawyer  caught  the  arresting  cop 
in  a  lie  on  the  witness  stand,  we  caught  the 
jury  being  tampered  with,  and  the  city  of 
Los  Angeles  declined  to  mount  a  new  trial. 
The  queers  had  won  something  for  the  first 
time  in  American  Historyl  And  wouldn’t 
you  know  —  that  the  establishment  greeted 
that  victory  with  a  total  conspiracy  of 
silence?  Not  one  blessed  word  of  that  case 
was  ever  printed  by  the  hetero  press . . .  NOT 
ONE  WORD  WAS  EVER  SPOKEN  ON 
THE  AIR! 

In  1957,  my  first  Mattachine  Society’s 
successor  —  ONE  Magazine  —  won  a  land¬ 
mark  case  before  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  —  which  forced  the  U.S.  Post  Office 
to  permit  dissemination  of  our  books  and 
periodicals  through  the  mails. 

But  the  three  questions  the  first  Mat¬ 
tachine  founders  proposed  —  Who  are  we 
gay  and  lesbian  people?  Where  have  we  been 
coming  from?  What  might  we  be  construed 
to  contribute?  —  were  too  radical  for  even 
the  bulk  of  the  Mattachine  Society’s  own 
socially  internalized  gay  self-hate  in  the 
1950s  and  ’60s:  the  first  wave  of  assimila- 
tionists  took  over.  New  groups  appeared 
one  by  one,  including  the  San  Francisco’s 
second  Mattachine,  then  the  Washington, 
D.C.  followed  by  the  Denver  and  then  the 
New  York  Mattachine  Societies.  The 
women’s  Daughters  of  Bilitis  mushroomed 
in  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  New  York, 
and  Philadelphia.  The  Dorian  Society 
flowered  in  Seattle,  like  similar  small  groups 
in  Boston  and  other  cities.  But  the  prevailing 
focus  was  middle-class,  respectable,  and 
subdued;  “We  were  just  the  same  as 
everyone  else  except  in  bed,”  and  “we  had 
absolutely  nothing  in  common  with  each 
other  except  our  sexual  inclinations.”  And 
yet  —  and  yet  —  one  day,  early  in  1953,  we 
got  a  letter  from  New  South  Wales  which 
said,  “We  know  that  here  in  far  Australia 
nothing  may  happen  in  our  lifetimes  —  but 
we  wanted  to  say  that  just  the  name  Mat¬ 
tachine  whispers  ‘Hope  —  along  the 
wind!”’  (In  desolate  times,  “Hope  along 
the  wind”  is  magic  in  itself.)  And  again  —  in 
the  letters  section  of  gay  journals  like  ONE 
Magazine,  like  Mattachine  Review,  like  the 
lesbian  magazine  The  Ladder,  and  others 
which  began  to  proliferate  in  the  early  ’60s, 
new  rebel  gay  voices  —  crisscrossing  the 
country  —  were  beginning  to  be  heard  — 


variations  of  first  Mattachine’s  new  vision  of 
gay  people  as  carriers  of  the  dream  of  a  new 
social  dimension.  New  powder  trains  were 
being  laid!  And  when  your  magnificent 
Stonewall  rebellion  erupted  here  in  New 
York  City  in  June  of  1969,  revealing  in  a 
flash  our  next  new  concept  ...  Gay  —  as  a 
socially  viable  collective  identity  ...  those 
powder  trains  lit  off  across  the  country  like 
the  4th  of  July!  By  January  of  1970,  we  had 
Gay  Liberation  Fronts  in  many  regions  of 
the  country. 

A  very  prestigious  nationwide  public  opi¬ 
nion  poll,  querying  significantly-selected 
areas  across  the  country,  asked  —  in  1975  — 
whether  their  respondents  thought  that 
homosexuality  was  right  or  wrong?  83  per¬ 
cent  of  those  queried  said  they  thought  it 
was  wrong.  Asking  the  same  question,  in  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  places,  in  1985  revealed  that 
those  finding  it  wrong  had  dropped  from  83 
percent  to  81  percent.  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Byron  White,  writing  that  the  ma¬ 
jority  opinion  in  the  1987  Hardwick  deci¬ 
sion,  knew  about  that  81  percent.  The  Con¬ 
gress  who  sits  on  the  nation’s  purse-strings 
and  refuses  to  properly  fund  our  struggles 
against  the  AIDS  epidemic  know  about  that 
81  percent,  too.  For  all  our  zaps,  our  mar¬ 
ches  and  gay  pride  parades,  our  movies,  and 
documentaries,  our  star-studded  telethons 
and  extensive  radio  interviews,  and  electing 
popular  candidates  and  getting  laws  chang¬ 
ed,  81  percent  still  think  homosexuality  IS 
WRONG! 

Before  I  go  further  —  let  me  blurt  out 
furiously  that  that  question  is  a  wrong  onel 
Ever  since  the  Holocaust,  and  the 
Nuremberg  trials,  we  don’t  send  public  opi¬ 
nion  polls  into  neighborhoods  and  inquire 
of  respondents  if  they  think  “Jews  are 
WRONG!”  if  they  think  “Blacks  are 
WRONG!”  if  they  think  “having  blue  eyes 
is  WRONGI”.  The  question  should  be 
“What  is  the  new  dimension  these  people 
have  to  contribute?” 

So  just  why  is  that  81  percent  so  per¬ 
sistently  still  in  place?  Well,  for  two  reasons: 
(1)  because  we  let  them  (our  hetero  parents, 
friends,  and  politicians)  tell  us  as  we  like  to 
hear  it  (through  our  gay  window)  “Oh  yes, 
your  father  and  1  suspected  you  were  gay. 
We  just  want  you  to  know  that  we  love  you 
anyway.”  Listen  to  that  sentence  again  — 
through  the  hetero  window,  “Oh  yes,  your 
father  and  I  know  that  you’ve  gone  wrong, 
but  we  love  you  anyway!”  The  anyway  is 
the  mask  that  hides  the  homophobe  —  the 
parent,  the  friend,  the  politician,  who  have 
learned  nothing  from  your  coming  out  to 
them,  but  who  have  agreed  to  accommodate 
your  guilt  and  sin,  as  relatives  learn  to  ac¬ 
commodate  your  sister  having  married  a  goy 
or  a  Black.  The  “anyway”  reveals  these 
heteros  —  the  friend,  the  politician  to  be  — 
themselves  —  part  of  the  81  percent  who 
think  we  are  WRONG!  Perhaps  it  is  time  to 
say  to  that  non-thinking  accommodation  — 
that  knee  jerk  tolerance  —  no  more!  Not 
enough! 

The  second  and  perhaps  the  more  impor¬ 
tant  reason  for  the  stubborn  persistence  of 
the  81  percent  is  that  our  predominantly 
gay-hating  hetero  society  is  still  mind-set 
upon  keeping  us  gagged  by  their  conspiracy 
of  silence.  When  —  in  October  of  1987  — 
our  gay  and  lesbian  nation  mounted  the 
largest  protest  march  the  United  States  had 
ever  seen  (even  Jesse  Jackson  greeted  our 
numbers  at  750,000)  —  Time/Life/- 
Newsweek,  admittedly  the  largest  magazine 
and  media  conglomerate,  saw  fit  NOT  TO 
publish  one  word  on  the  event.  In  this 
fashion  America’s  81  percent  were  being 
deliberately  misinformed.  This  year  the 
Time/ Life/ Newsweek  conglomerate  plans 
to  attempt  a  merger  with  Warner  Com¬ 
munications,  the  largest  television  producer 
and  syndicator.  And  the  potential  of  that 
further  monopolizing  was  hinted  at  when 
conglomerate  members  like  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  and  the  New  York  Times  —  reporting 
on  the  women’s  powerful  march  of  300,000 
pro-choice  men  and  women  on  April  15, 
1989  —  spoke  of  this  3(X),(XK)-person  event 
as  THE  LARGEST  THAT 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  HAD  SEEN  since 
the  Martin  Luther  King  20th  Anniversary 
March  of  1983  —  (It  is  sad  to  say  that  NOW 
didn’t  demur)  —  totally  ignoring  —  NAY, 
DELIBERATELY  OBLITERATING  our 


gay/lesbian  march  of  more  than  twice  that 
number  in  October  of  1 987 !  Here  is  the  con¬ 
spiracy  of  silence  at  its  most  devastating! 
Here  is  how  the  81  percent  are  really  lied  to 
and  manipulated.  And  while  we  are  on  the 
subject  of  manipulation,  1  would  propose 
that  nowhere  have  we  been  treated  to  a 
clearer  public  exposition  of  that  widespread 

—  and  so  still  prevailing  —  hetero-male 
detestation  of  homosexuals  than  the  recent 
brouhaha  in  Congress  over  House  Speaker 
Tom  Foley’s  attempt  to  extricate  himself 
from  the  closet  politics  of  dirty  little  minds 
in  the  Bush  White  House,  in  the  Congress, 
and  among  the  blabbermouths  of  the 
hetero-male  press  generally! 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters,  Dearest  Gay 
Family:  on  this  20th  anniversary  of  the 
Stonewall  Rebellion,  might  we  not  agree 
that  —  in  reviewing  this  sorry  array  of  recent 
caricatures  —  we’ve  been  kidding  ourselves 
long  enough?  The  heteros  have  been  telling 
us  since  we  were  small  that  we  are  not  the 
same  as  they:  could  we  not  at  last  begin  to 
take  the  hint  —  breaking  the  conspiracy  of 
silence  surrounding  us  to  appreciate  the  very 
different  people  we  are  from  them,  and 
always  have  been!  Isn ’t  it  time  we  began  to 
appreciate  that  it  is  one  of  mother  nature’s 
great  gifts  to  us  —  to  be  DIFFERENT?  I  for 
one,  have  always  felt  it  was  a  gift  to  be  gay! 

If  we  really  intend  to  break  and  dissipate 
the  conspiracy  of  silence  with  which  we  have 
been  surrounded,  I  suggest  we  are  going  to 
have  to  invent  new  ways  to  —  for  one  thing 

—  neutralize  our  compulsions  for  hetero 
middle-class  drag  . . .  more  of  us  shall  have  to 
become  visible  ...  and  some  of  us  shall  have 
to  become  MORE  visible  ...  like  me,  for  in¬ 
stance.... 

Many  of  you  will  remember  that  our 
Radical  Faerie  March-on-Washington- 
Zuni-style  skirts  ...  worn  over  our  jeans  ... 
proclaimed  us  “Men-not-for-killing  —  and 
Men  not  for  War.”  And  of  course,  we  all 
equally  know  —  concerning  gay  and  lesbian 
major  doings  —  that  one  simply  can’t  be 
seen  in  the  same  outfit  twice.  So  mine  is 
variation  number  two. 

Last  night’s  Radical  Faerie  Judy  Garland 
Memorial  reenactment  in  the  Village  and  the 
outbreak  of  ACT  UP  this  year  across  the 
country  is  a  good  start  on  our  breakout  from 
the  silence  conspiracy.  But  I  would  suggest 
that  some  of  the  tactics,  such  as  confronta¬ 
tion,  are  better  suited  to  hetero  belligerence 

—  to  masses  of  angry  workers  —  or  ma¬ 
jorities  of  impatient  students.  Successful 
guerilla  resistances  of  history  knew  that  the 
burden  of  their  thrusts  were  not  to  clobber 
...  they  were  to  inform:  they  knew  that  the 
keystones  of  their  accuracies  were  not 
FURY  ...  they  were  the  theatrical  magics  of 
surprise!  They  swooped  in  —  made  their 
points  —  and  then  vanished.  Faeries  — 
equally  —  in  their  admittedly  small  groups 

—  inform  more  lucidly  and  trenchantly  by 
appearing  when  and  where  they  are  not  ex¬ 
pected  ...  and  vanishing  before  the  heat  ar¬ 
rives. 

Confrontation,  again,  lays  itself  wide 
open  to  the  improvisatory  violence  and  vio¬ 
lations  of  infiltrating  provocateurs  —  as 
Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco  may  have  to 
learn  to  their  sorrow.  ACT  UP  could  —  in 
such  situations  —  find  itself  being  sued  to  a 
“fare-thee-well”  ...  frittering  away  funds 
that  were  better  used  for  health  and 
hospices.  If  we  use  confrontation  at  all,  we 
might  better  employ  it  —  to  reveal  the  harm 
the  government  dishes  out,  to  reveal  the 
wickedness  and  the  deadly  consequences  of 
forked-tongued  politicians  ...  then  conclude 
the  revelations  with  the  employment  of 
sacred  clowns  who  —  in  all  times  and  all 
cultures  bestow  the  Faerie  magic  of  healing 
laughter  to  transform  us  all  —  once  more  — 
victims  and  spectators  alike  —  back  into  a 
caring  community. 

So  also,  on  the  lovely  2()th  anniversary 
day  ...  my  gay  and  lesbian  family,  my  belov¬ 
ed  family  of  conscious  choice  ...  Let  me,  in 
my  radical  faerie  Zuni-style  skirt,  variation 
number  2,  be  one  of  your  sacred  clowns  — 
bringing  to  you  . . .  the  all-heal  of  laughter. . . 
the  blessings  of  my  irresponsible  giggle  ... 
the  all-heal  of  love! 

Harry  Hay  is  a  longterm  gay  activist  who 
started  the  Mattachine  Society  in  1950  and 
has  been  involved  with  the  Radical  Faeries 
since  1979. 
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AIDS  plan 

Continued  from  page  3 


Kennedy  said  Mason’s  participation  on 
the  AIDS  Commission  “will  assure  that  the 
concerns  and  needs  of  [PWAs]  are  fully  ad¬ 
dressed.”  Mason  said  that  Kennedy’  plan  is 
“good  news  for  all  of  us  and  I’m  proud  to 
carry  it  forward.  We  must  make  the  health 
system  accessible  to  PWAs  and  the  HIV-in¬ 
fected  so  the  promise  of  early  intervention 
becomes  reality  and  not  a  hollow 
promise....  There’s  a  population  of  all  kinds 
of  people  disenfranchised  from  health  care, 
as  well  as  politics.” 

The  head  of  the  Human  Right  Campaign 
Fund  (HRCF),  a  national  political  advocacy 
group  for  gay  men,  lesbians  and  PWAs, 
praised  Kennedy’s  proposals.  “It’s  a 
strategic  Capitol  Hill  action  plan  that  com¬ 
bines  compassionate  response  with  realistic 
research,  care,  and  anti-discrimination 
goals,”  said  Tim  McFeeley,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Fund.  He  urged  people  to  lobby 
Congressional  representatives  through  per¬ 
sonal  letters  or  through  the  Fund’s  “Speak 
Out”  mailgram  project.  □ 

Troubled’ 

Continued  from  page  3 

senior  Navy  commanders. 

NBC  Nightly  News  reporter  Francis  first 
broke  the  story  about  the  NIS’s  finding.  He 
reported  that  an  FBI  psychological  profile 
of  Hart  wig  along  with  other  evidence  “con¬ 
vinced  investigators  that  Hartwig  was  a 
troubled  homosexual  who  took  his  own 
life.” 

Francis  told  GCN  that  the  phrase 
“troubled  homosexual”  was  a  direct  quote 
from  an  interview  with  a  Navy  official.  In 
his  reporting,  however,  Francis  did  not 
distinguish  the  words  from  his  own,  as  he 
did  for  other  direct  quotes  he  used  in  the 
broadcast. 

In  a  New  York  Times  article  published  the 
following  day,  David  Johnston  —  citing 
Francis’  broadcast  —  stated  that  Navy  in¬ 
vestigators  had  concluded  that  “Mr.  Hart- 
wig  was  a  ‘troubled’  homosexual  who  took 
his  own  life.”  Reports  in  other  papers,  in¬ 
cluding  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  and  the 
Boston  Globe  also  picked  up  on  the  phrase. 

In  contrast,  NBC’s  July  18  broadcast 
went  out  of  its  way  to  raise  the  issue  of  Hart- 
wig’s  sexual  orientation.  Francis’  decision 
to  use  the  quote  “troubled  homosexual”  is 
in  and  of  itself  a  curious  one,  since  Francis 
told  GCN  that  most  of  the  Navy  sources  he 
spoke  with  refrained  from  using  such  “bias¬ 
ed”  language. 

Moreover,  Francis  felt  it  worthwhile  to 
use  a  quote  from  Iowa  crew  member  David 
Smith  about  why  Smith  didn’t  tell  NIS  of¬ 
ficials  sooner  that  Hartwig  had  allegedly 
made  a  sexual  advance  toward  him  the  night 
before  the  explosion.  Yet  Francis  didn’t 
bother  quoting  or  even  mentioning  a  more 
significant  question.  Smith  also  told  in¬ 
vestigators  that  the  night  before  the  blast, 
Hartwig  spoke  extensively  about  homemade 
bombs  and  the  possibility  of  blowing  up  the 
ship;  Smith  said  Hartwig  even  showed  him  a 
timer  that  could  be  used  in  such  a  bomb. 

Although  Francis  mentioned  this 
evidence  in  his  broadcast,  he  ignored 
Smith’s  reasons  for  failing  to  inform  his 
superiors  about  Hartwig’s  alleged  obsession 
with  blowing  up  the  ship.  Francis  told  GCN 
that  in  an  NIS  video  he  said  Smith  thought 
the  talk  was  mere  boasting. 

In  reporting  Smith’s  testimony  that  Hart¬ 
wig  made  sexual  advances  toward  him,  NBC 
ignored  an  earlier  report  by  CBS  News  that 


Smith  had  refused  to  take  a  lie  detector  test. 
Similarly,  NBC  —  unlike  other  media  in¬ 
cluding  the  Washington  Post  —  has  never 
mentioned  that  the  NIS  has  a  history  of  anti¬ 
gay  bias. 

NBC  has  also  not  publicly  scrutinized  any 
of  the  other  “two  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight”  pieces  of  circumstantial  evidence 
which  the  NIS  document  says  support  its 
theory.  In  late  June,  ABC  News  ran  a  report 
revealing  the  tenuousness  of  some  of  these 
exhibits.  For  example,  what  NIS  leaks  had 
described  as  a  manuahfor  setting  dangerous 
booby  traps  turned  out  to  be  a  book  describ¬ 
ing  ways  to  play  practical  jokes  on  friends. 

Furthermore,  a  New  York  Times  article 
reported  that  numerous  senior  Navy  of¬ 
ficials  had  refused  to  endorse  the  NIS  report 
because  of  its  inconclusive  nature;  no  con¬ 
crete  evidence  has  been  found  to  suggest 
Hartwig  triggered  the  explosion. 

The  Times  article  also  disputed  the  NIS 
charge  that  Hartwig  was  gay.  According  to 
the  article,  no  other  crew  members  in¬ 
vestigated  by  the  NIS  besides  Smith  admit¬ 
ted  to  having  been  propositioned  by  Hart¬ 
wig,  nor  did  anyone  know  of  anyone  else 
who  had  had  a  sexual  relationship  with 
Hartwig. 

Congressional  aides  briefed  by  the  Navy 
told  the  Times  that  some  investigators  did 
not  believe  Hartwig  was  gay. 

The  Times  article  also  quoted  Kendall 
Truitt’s  lawyer,  Ellis  Rubin,  as  refuting  a 
section  of  the  NIS  report  cited  in  Francis’ 
July  18  broadcast.  Francis  said  that  the  NIS 
report  claims  that  Truitt  compared  his  and 
Hartwig’s  relationship  to  the  movie  Fatal 
Attraction-,  yet  Rubin  denies  that  Truitt  did 
so,  and  asserts  that  Navy  investigators  made 
the  analogy.  Rubin  also  suggested  that  the 
NIS’  theory  is  a  flimsy  attempt  to  deflect  at¬ 
tention  from  the  unsafe  nature  of  the  Navy’s 
old  ships.  As  of  August  3,  NBC  News  had 
not  covered  any  of  the  items  raised  in  the 
Times  article. 

Francis  defends  his  stories,  and  claims 
that  he  is  well  aware  of  numerous  studies 
that  assert  that  homosexuality  does  not  af¬ 
fect  psychological  stability.  He  also  argues 
that  in  all  his  research  on  the  Iowa  investiga¬ 
tion  issue,  he  has  remained  vigilant  for 
evidence  of  NIS’s  anti-gay  and  -lesbian  bias. 

He  cited  an  occasion  during  which  he  and 
several  other  NBC  correspondents  spent 
three  hours  questioning  an  investigative  of¬ 
ficial  who  had  used  the  terms  “fags”  and 
“wacko-queers”  in  discussing  the  Iowa 
case.  Ultimately,  Francis  says,  he  and  his 
team  decided  the  official  was,  in  fact,  “ob¬ 
jective.” 

Francis  was  so  confident  in  his  ability  to 
discern  anti-gay  bias  that  he  felt  it  was  un¬ 
necessary  to  consult  with  any  of  the  several 
gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  groups  concerned 
with  military  policy.  Yet  his  own  explana¬ 
tion  of  his  report  betrays  Francis’  claim  to 
expertise  on  such  matters.  Asked  why  he  us¬ 
ed  the  term  “troubled  homosexual” 
without  rebuttal,  Francis  cited  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  “hard  news,”  adding,  “I  can’t  let 
[my  personal  interest  in  gay  rights]  affect  my 
work.” 

Francis  told  GCN  that  depending  on  the 
conclusions  reached  in  the  released  NIS 
report,  NBC  is  prepared  to  publicly  account 
for  overemphasizing  Hartwig’s  alleged 
homosexuality.  □ 

Backlash 

Continued  from  page  I 

tivity  was  a  backlash  against  the  passage  of 
the  domestic  partners  bill.  “It  would  be  easy 
to  look  at  it  as  a  pattern,”  said  Pabich,  but 
he  said  anti-gay  violence  is  a  constant  pro¬ 
blem. 

San  Francisco  Police  Department  spokes¬ 
person  Jerry  Senkir  was  also  reluctant  to 
link  the  attacks  against  Griffis  to  the 
political  firestorm  surrounding  the  domestic 
partners  issue.  He  said  the  police  were  con¬ 
sidering  the  attacks  against  Griffis  as  anti¬ 
gay  crimes,  but  he  said  there  had  been  “no 
particular  rise  in  prejudice-based  incidents” 
recently. 

Mitulski  and  Griffis  had  not  adjourned 
from  a  meeting  with  San  Francisco  Police 
Department  officials  as  GCN  went  to  press. 
A  staffmember  at  the  MCC  office  would  not 
comment  on  the  subject  of  the  meeting. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 


SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 


General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexuadly  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 


MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 


16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 
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93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
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JOHN  WARD 

AHORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 
(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  M A  021 10 

MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


Your  ad  could  be 
here  for  as  little  as 
$64  per  month 

Call 

(617)  426-4469 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain. 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GAY  VIDEO 

Don’t  buy  or  rent  another  gay  video¬ 
tape  until  you've  seen  the  Bijou  Video 
Sales  catalog.  It  has  descriptions  of 
over  1400  titles,  plus 
hundreds  of  photos, 
many  in  color.  This  is 
your  gay  video  resource 
book!  To  order,  send 
your  name,  address,  a 
signed  statement  that 
you  are  over  21,  and  $15  (catalog 
comes  with  $10  rebate  coupon)  to: 
Dept.  BO,  Bijou  Video  Sales,  1 363  N. 
Wells,  Chicago,  IL  60610.  Or  call 
1-800-932-71 1 1 .  (Please  tell  us  if  you 
also  wish  to  be  on  our  confidential 
mailing  list.) 
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ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
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General  Practice 
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VICTORIA  HOUSE 
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are  worried  about  incidents  like  the  BB 
shot.  (D’Auteuil  was  referring  to  another  in¬ 
cident  which  took  place  during  Pride  when 
someone  fired  a  BB  gun  at  a  march  partici¬ 
pant  Chris  Alvarez.]  Carnival  is  not  a  politi¬ 
cal  statement.  It  is  strictly  a  business 
move. ..to  promote  tourism.”  (The  PBG 
sponsors  a  series  of  events  called  Carnival. 
This  year’s  Carnival  is  scheduled  to  begin 
August  16.) 

ACT  UP  responded  to  the  PBG  with  its 
own  letter  which  included  a  request  that 
they,  ACT  UP,  be  included  in  the  planning 
stages  of  Carnival.  As  a  result  of  that  letter, 
ACT  UP  was  invited  to  attend  a  closed 
meeting  on  August  3.  According  to  Crouch, 
the  meeting  was  originally  called  by  the  PBG 
to  discuss  the  upcoming  Carnival.  Since  the 
Pride  controversy  has  erupted,  however,  the 
meeting  may  encompass  more  than  pre-Car¬ 
nival  talk.  The  Police  and  the  Board  of  Se¬ 
lectmen  will  also  be  present  and,  said 
Crouch,  they  intend  to  require  that  a  “code 
of  ethics,”  including  a  list  of  participants 
and  their  “intent,”  be  established  for  future 
Provincetown  events.  Crouch  suggested 
that  the  meeting  is  itself  suspect  since  it  is 
closed  to  participation  from  the  entire  com¬ 
munity. 

‘Nice  little  gays’ 

Although  many  Provincetown  organiza¬ 
tions  claim  that  the  issue  here  is  a  sign  held 
by  one  individual.  Crouch  argued  that  the 
real  issues  are  First  Amendment  rights  and 
control  over  who  can  claim  to  speak  for  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  in  Province- 
town.  “The  gay  and  lesbian  community  is 
prostrating  themselves  to  the  straight  com¬ 
munity.”  While  he  admits  that  some  may 
not  agree  with  the  tactics  used  by  one  in¬ 
dividual,  Crouch  argued  that  this  individual 
sought  to  “hit  the  tourists  and  make  them 
accommodate,  not  us.  We  are  always  nice  lit¬ 
tle  gays  and  they  taunt  us.  He  felt  it  was  time 
to  taunt  them  back.”  Crouch  reported  that 
although  ACT  UP/Provincetown  recogniz¬ 
ed  that  the  sign  would  create  a  stir,  “ACT 
UP  was  not  interested  in  censoring  him  [the 
sign-carrier].”  Crouch  also  emphasized  that 
the  BB  incident  has  been  buried  beneath 
the  controversy  over  the  signs.  “The 
established  gay  community  in  Provincetown 
is  outraged  by  the  signs,  not  the  shot.  This  is 
the  outrage.  That  shot  was  fired  at  us,  at 
every  gay  and  lesbian  in  the  U.S.” 

In  past  years,  the  Pride  celebration  in 
Provincetown  has  been  a  silent  vigil.  This 
year, the  ACT  UP  chapters  from  Province- 
town  and  New  York  sought  to  turn  the  vigil 
into  a  more  spirited  event.  Next  recently 
reported  that  security  at  the  Boatslip 
motel/bar  would  not  let  ACT  UP  distribute 
leaflets  about  the  march  outside  the  motel  at 
the  traditional  Saturday  and  Sunday  tea 
dances.  According  to  ACT  UP,  the  Boatslip 
sought  to  prevent  anything  political  from  in¬ 
terfering  with  the  social  events. 

The  controversy  over  various  incidents 
that  has  surrounded  Provincetown  Pride 
suggests  that  divisions  between  the  straight 
and  gay  communities  (about  which  the 
PBG,  the  Police  and  the  Pride  Committee 
seem  overwhelmingly  concerned)  may  be 
less  important  than  other  rifts.  The  divisions 
that  have  erupted  in  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  itself  are  potentially  more 
explosive.  The  August  3  closed  meeting, 
which  was  happening  as  GCN  was  going  to  press, 
may  or  may  not  provide  an  opportunity  for 
community  leaders  to  resolve  their  dif¬ 
ferences.  But  the  exclusion  of  the  rest  of  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  may  well  sabo¬ 
tage  any  hope  of  an  open  dialogue  which 
could  heal  the  growing  divisions  in  the 
broader  community. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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Long  before  judgment,  atonement  and 
sin 

There  was  water,  fire  and  smoke. 

“Song  of  the  Boat  People”  and  the  title 
song,  based  on  the  work  of  Vietnamese 
poets,  are  filled  with  haunting  images  of 
that  nation’s  ordeal.  Accompanied  by  the 
accomplished  guitarist  Nina  Gerber,  Rose 
sounds  as  good  as  ever.  Still,  this  album  will 
not  be  for  everyone  who  likes  her  previous 
work. 

I’m  uncertain  how  to  describe  Odyssey  by 
Julia  Haines  (A.  Howl,  1988).  It’s  a  solo  in¬ 
strumental  album  subtitled  “An  Explora¬ 
tion  of  Afro-Celtic  Harp  Fusion.”  The  only 
track  that  really  accomplishes  that  fusion  is 


“Jato  Je/Binkolo,”  a  medley  of  a  Man- 
dingo  blessing  song  and  a  song  from  Mali 
about  the  liberation  of  all  women.  If  you 
like  Celtic  harp,  you  will  like  the  whole  tape, 
and  the  medley  is  worth  it  in  any  case. 

Si  Kahn  is  a  political  folk  singer  who  for 
many  years  has  been  following  the  path 
trodden  by  Woody  Guthrie  and  Pete 
Seeger.  His  new  album.  I’ll  Be  There  (Flying 
Fish,  1989),  was  commissioned  by  the  Com¬ 
munications  Workers  of  America  to  cele¬ 
brate  their  50th  anniversary  and  further  the 
Jobs  With  Justice  campaign.  The  album  is 
most  notable  to  us  for  the  contributions  of 
Ysaye  Barnwell  (of  Sweet  Honey  in  the 
Rock)  and  Cathy  Fink,  whose  full-throated 
voices  do  much  to  beautify  the  album’s 
vocal  sound.  Kahn’s  lyrics  are  not  as  poetic 
as  Fred  Small’s  though  similar  in  intent  — 
they  have  a  repetitive  simplicity  clearly  in¬ 
tended  to  be  easily  learned  and  sung  along 
with.  The  exception  to  that  rule  is  “Lady  of 
the  Harbor,”  a  lamentation  of  the  sad  truth 
now  applied  to  the  noble  words  on  the 
Statue  of  Liberty.  “So  if  these  silent  lips 
could  speak.  What  reasons  would  they  say. 
While  some  are  sheltered  freely.  And  others 
turned  away?”  (The  answer,  as  Steve  and 
Peter  Jones  pointed  out  several  years  ago  on 
their  self-titled  album,  is  “We  have  to  make 
room  for  the  Shah  and  Somoza  and  Vice 
President  Ky,  the  really  wretched  refuse  of 
their  societies...”).  Kahn  may  not  have  a 
lovely  voice,  but  he  tells  his  stories  with  en¬ 
during  conviction. 

The  prolific  fiddler  and  songwriter  Laurie 
Lewis  has  graced  the  albums  of  Robin 
Flower  and  Woody  Simmons,  played  with 
the  Grant  Street  String  Band  and  Blue  Rose, 
and  turned  up  as  a  background  vocalist  in 
lots  of  other  places.  Her  second  solo  album. 
Love  Chooses  You  (Flying  Fish,  1989), 
brings  all  the  Lauries  together  in  one  place, 
as  it  were,  and  the  result  is  a  refreshing  and 
stylish  performance.  Concentrating  on  her 
bluegrass  and  country  talents,  the  album  of¬ 
fers  lots  of  her  championship  fiddle  playing 
(of  which  we  could  always  use  more),  plus 
music  and  lyrics  written  mostly  by  Lewis, 
perfectly  arranged  to  bring  out  their  simple 
charm  and  satisfying  turns  of  phrase.  “I’d 
Be  Lost  Without  You”  seems  somewhat  out 
of  place  from  a  vocal  viewpoint  —  Lewis’s 
slightly  reedy  middle  soprano  is  very  ex¬ 
pressive  and  absolutely  true,.  buU  doesn’t 
have  enough  dark  body  to  fully  deal  with  the 
torchy  melody.  It  fares  better  in  the  ballads 
and  toe-tappers  that  comprise  the  rest  of  the 
album.  It’s  a  pleasant  surprise  to  see  includ¬ 
ed  a  personal  favorite  of  mine,  “The 
Women  of  Ireland”  by  Sean  O’Riada  — 
perhaps  if  this  sad  and  lovely  tune  becomes 
more  widely  known,  we’ll  someday  seethe 
words  (here  it’s  an  instrumental  number, 
and  elsewhere  it  appears  in  Gaelic). 
Especially  stunning  is  the  melodious  elo¬ 
quence  of  the  title  song,  which  concludes  the 
album. 

And  it  seems  we’re  two  people  within  the 
same  circle 

It’s  drawn  tighter  and  tighter  till  you’re 
all  that  I  see 

I’m  full  and  I’m  empty  and  you’re  pour¬ 
ing  through  me 

Like  a  warm  rain  falling  through  the 
leaves  on  a  tree. 

Do  you  lie  awake  at  nights,  please  say 
you  do 

Cause  you  can’t  choose  who  you  love, 
love  chooses  you. 

I  admit  I  missed  Lewis’s  first  solo  album. 
Restless  Rambling  Heart,  but  I’m  going  to 
go  right  out  and  get  it.  Love  Chooses  You  is 
a  welcome  chance  to  hear  more  from  an  art¬ 
ist  who  has  been  in  the  background  of  the 
work  of  so  many  others,  and  obviously 
merits  time  in  the  spotlight. 

Hot  of  the  presses  of  Sire  Records  is  /46- 
solute  Torch  and  Twang  from  k.d.  lang  and 
the  reclines.  It  has  more  torch  than  Angel 
With  a  Lariat  and  more  twang  than  Sha- 
dowland.  Lang  had  a  hand  in  writing  most 
of  the  songs  here,  and  there  are  some  sur¬ 
prises,  especially  “Nowhere  to  Stand”: 

A  family  tradition,  the  strength  of  this 
land 

Where  what’s  right  and  wrong  is  the  back 
of  a  hand 

Turns  girls  into  women  and  a  boy  to  a  man 
But  the  rights  of  the  children  have 
nowhere  to  stand. 

The  little  growl  that  comes  into  lang’s  voice 
when  she  sings  “girls  into  women”  hints 
that  she  knows  personally  whereof  she 
speaks.  Yank  on  yer  boots  now  and  run  get 
the  latest  from  this  chocolate-voiced 
singer.  □ 
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Is  better  than  Hollywood 
srsaiaood  enough?Z32i 

‘We  need  films  that  will  help  to  nourish  and  sustain  us  over  the 
long  haul  in  addition  to  films  that  quench  our  thirst  for  our  own 

images’ 

By  Kate  Bushin 


Do  The  Right  Thing,  Spike  Lee’s  third 
feature  film,  is  his  best,  most  am¬ 
bitious  work  to  date  (supported  by  a 
$6.5  million  budget  in  a  Hollywood  of  $20 
million  films).  The  story  takes  place  one 
Saturday  in  Brooklyn’s  Bedford-Stuyvesant 
on  the  hottest  day  of  the  year.  Racial  ten¬ 
sions  and  conflicts  among  the  African- 
American,  Caribbean,  Italian,  Puerto 
Rican,  Anglo  and  Korean  people  who  live 
and  work  there  erupt  into  death  and 
destruction.  The  pivotal  character  is  Mookie 
(Spike  Lee),  who  works  at  Sal’s  Famous 
Pizzeria.  We  follow  him  as  he  juggles, 
sometimes  humorously  and  with  varying 
degrees  of  success,  the  demands  on  him  as  a 
brother,  friend,  lover,  father,  employee  and 
Black  man. 

Spike  Lee’s  New  York  is  filled  with  faces 
of  people  of  various  races  displaying  an  ar¬ 
ray  of  styles  of  hair  and  dress,  speaking  in  all 
sorts  of  ways.  His  slanting  camera  angles, 
close-ups  and  editing  rhythms  combine  with 
costumes,  colors,  murals,  graffiti,  sight 
jokes  and  symbolic  objects  to  create  visually 
exciting  images.  (Woody  Allen  should  take 
the  cue  and  think  twice  before  he  projects 
his  myopic,  privileged,  white,  faux  Manhat¬ 
tan  once  again.)  One  of  the  most  evocative 
images  is  that  of  a  rarely  seen  photograph  of 
Malcolm  X  and  Martin  Luther  King  smiling 
and  shaking  hands.  (It’s  hard  to  look  at  it 
without  wondering,  “What  if...’’)  One  of 
the  characters  colors  in  copies  of  it  and  tries 
to  peddle  them  on  the  street.  The  impact  of 
the  fact  that  both  of  these  men  were  killed 
because  of  what  they  believed  and  the  ac¬ 
tions  they  took  to  mobilize  and  inspire  Black 
people  the  world  over,  resonates  throughout 
the  film. 

Music  plays  a  crucial  role,  not  only  to  set 
the  tone  for  particular  scenes,  but  also  as  a 
symbol  for  identity.  The  first  music  we  hear 
is  Branford  Marsalis’  stately  saxophone  solo 
“Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing”  (also  known  as 
the  Negro  National  Anthem)  by  James 
Weldon  Johnson.  The  DJ  from  the 
storefront  radio  station  spins  out  music  and 
commentary  throughout  the  day  and 
whenever  Radio  Raheem  strides  onto  the 
scene,  he  is  blasting  Public  Enemy’s  “Fight 
the  Power”  from  his  megabox.  Spike’s 
father,  bassist  Bill  Lee,  composed  all  of  the 
original  music  and  conducted  the  orchestra. 

Do  The  Right  Thing,  while  not  without 
limitations,  has  humor,  integrity,  complexi¬ 
ty  and  a  seriousness  that  set  it  apart  from 
this  summer’s  “blockbusters.”  Lee  has  ac¬ 
complished  something  that  is  rare:  he  has 
garnered  the  backing  of  a  major  Hollywood 


studio  to  make  a  film  about  what  he  sees  as 
the  “most  pressing  problem  in  America  to¬ 
day”  —  racism.  He  states  that  his  purpose 
was  not  to  try  to  give  solutions,  but  to  put 
the  issues  on  the  front  burner,  to  get  people 
talking. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  how  many  useful  and 
meaningful  discussions  regarding  racism  (its 
nature,  causes  and  effects)  will  make  it  to 
the  forefront,  but  there  certainly  is  a  lot  of 
talk  about  Spike  Lee  and  his  film.  Articles 
abound  in  publications  as  diverse  as 

There  on  the  big  screen:  Black 
people  who  look  like  regular  Black 
people,  no  pimps  or  prostitutes  or 
drug  dealers.  Black  people 
cracking  jokes  about  hair  and 
Larry  Bird.  Black  people  who  are 
neither  villains  nor  superheroes, 
Black  people  who  could  be  played 
by  any  old  body. 

Essence,  American  Film,  The  Irish  Voice 
and  The  New  York  Times.  Lee  has  been  in¬ 
terviewed  on  Oprah,  Arsenio,  Nightline  and 
National  Public  Radio,  and  was  selected 
ABC’s  Person  of  the  Week. 

A  fair  number  of  the  mainstream  media 
commentators  seem  more  concerned  about 
Lee’s  views  on  violence  than  about  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  racism  on  Black  communities.  More 
than  a  few  have  expressed  fears  that  Do  The 
Right  Thing  will  encourage  violence, 
presumably  among  young  Black  men  like 
those  depicted  in  the  movie.  They  are  fur¬ 
ther  disturbed  by  the  fact  that  it  is  Lee’s 
character  Mookie  (as  much  a  protagonist  as 
exists  in  the  story)  who  strikes  the  first  blow 
against  Sal’s  Famous. 

Another  point  of  contention  is  Lee’s  use 
of  two  quotes  on  violence  at  the  end  of  the 
film.  Martin  Luther  King  warns  of  its  effects 
on  both  victim  and  perpetrator  and 
Malcolm  X  makes  a  distinction  between 
violence  and  self-defense.  Interviewers  de¬ 
mand  that  Lee  “take  a  stand”  and  choose 
between  the  two  men,  obviously  missing  the 
point  that  he  views  them  on  a  continuum 
rather  than  in  opposition.  They  seem 
unaware  that  many  Black  people  hold  both 
Malcolm  and  Martin  in  the  highest  esteem, 
no  matter  how  we  might  “vote”  on  their 
particular  ideas  regarding  empowerment. 

The  film  has  been  generally  well-received 
by  Black  audiences  because  it  offers 


recognizable  characters  in  realistic  situa¬ 
tions.  But  it  has  also  been  criticized  by  some 
for  presenting  a  narrow  view  of  Black  peo¬ 
ple.  For  the  most  part,  Lee  negotiates  fairly 
well  the  very  thin  line  between  type  and 
stereotype.  The  range  of  types  of  Black  men 
he  presents  helps  to  offset  any  tendency 
toward  flatness  and  creates  a  complexity  of 
its  own.  As  we  listen  to  the  young 
Homeboys,  the  seasoned  Corner  Men,  and 
Da  Mayor  —  poor  and  old  and  alcoholic  — 
common  concerns  emerge:  what  it  means  to 
be  a  Black  man,  the  representation  of  Black 
culture,  economic  security  and  control,  the 
mobility  and  power  exercised  by  white  men 
to  the  detriment  of  the  Black  community. 
Lee  presents  these  concerns,  but  doesn’t 

Strangely  absent  are  “grown” 
women,  women  in  their  middle 
years  who  are  peers  of  the  Corner 
Men  —  Stoop  Women,  if  you  will 
—  who  have  been  through  it  all, 
done  it  all,  and  have  their  own 
commentary  about  their 
neighborhood,  their  people  and 
their  world. 


offer  strategies  for  dealing  with  them.  And, 
he  doesn’t  give  us  enough  of  the  private  or 
contradictory  sides  of  the  Black  men, 
especially  Radio  Raheem,  who  is  killed  by 
the  police.  Even  when  they  are  talking  one- 
on-one,  we  aren’t  allowed  to  see  behind  the 
posturing  and  emblematic  language.  The 
major  exception  to  this  is  Da  Mayor  (played 
by  the  veteran  actor  Ossie  Davis)  who  is 
both  scorned  and  respected,  seen  as  both  a 
cop-out  and  a  hero. 

Ironically,  the  most  complex  and  well- 
drawn  character  is  Sal,  the  Pizzeria  owner. 
We  see  him  in  a  variety  of  situations  grappl¬ 
ing  with  his  own  warring  attitudes  and  emo¬ 
tions.  We  hear  what  he  has  to  say  in  public 
and  in  private,  in  tenderness,  anger,  pain 
and  hate.  We  know  what  his  dreams  are.  (It 
would  be  the  irony  of  ironies  if  actor  Danny 
Aiello  is  nominated  for  an  Oscar....)  If  white 
filmmakers  wrote  Black  characters  half  as 
well  as  Lee  wrote  Sal,  it  would  be  a  whole 
new  world.  Hollywood  wouldn’t  be 
Hollywood. 

The  women,  on  the  other  hand,  are  card¬ 
board  props.  While  the  men  raise  the  Big 
Questions  and  set  the  terms  of  the  discus¬ 
sion,  the  concerns  of  the  women  are 
presented  as  frivolous.  While  the  men  are 
dealing  with  Racism  and  Being  A  Man,  the 
women  are  sweating  the  small  stuff;  nagging 
the  men  about  paying  rent  and  child  sup¬ 
port,  discipline  and  self-discipline.  Lee  has 
improved  his  portrayal  of  women.  But  com¬ 
pared  to  what?  Must  we  be  grateful  that 
there  is  no  violence  and  degradation  under 
the  guise  of  sex  this  time?  He  still  has  a  long, 
long  way  to  go .  A  naggy  (but  ‘  ‘hot  ’  ’)  Puerto 
Rican  girlfriend,  an  Earth(Street) 
(Grand)Mother  (even  though  played  by  the 
highly-respected  Ruby  Dee),  an  insensitive, 
domineering  young  mother,  and  a  sister 
who  doesn’t  have  the  sense  to  know  when  a 
white  man  is  hitting  on  her  —  is  just  not 
enough.  Strangely  absent  are  “grown” 
women,  women  in  their  middle  years  who 
are  the  peers  of  the  Corner  Men  —  Stoop 
Women  if  you  will  —  who  have  been 
through  it  all,  have  done  it  all  and  have  their 


own  commentary  about  their 
neighborhood,  their  people  and  their  world. 
When  Lee  develops  the  women  as  fully  as  he 
does  the  men,  his  films  will  be  more  real, 
more  substantial,  and  more  meaningful. 

Compared  to  the  usual  Hollywood  fare. 
Do  The  Right  Thing  is  the  first,  cool  taste  of 
water.  There  on  the  big  screen:  Black  people 
who  look  like  regular  Black  people,  no 
pimps  or  prostitutes  or  drug  dealers.  Black 
people  cracking  jokes  about  hair  and  Larry 
Bird.  Black  people  who  are  neither  villains 
nor  superheroes.  Black  people  who  could  be 
played  by  an  old  body.  Images  of  Black  peo¬ 
ple  living  in  Black  neighborhoods  dealing 
with  everyday  concerns  of  Black  people  are 
rarely  seen,  and  where  they  exist  they  carry  a 
power  of  their  own.  But  is  “better  than 
Hollywood”  good  enough?  Is  “better  than 
Hollywood”  a  standard  high  enough  to 
engage  and  inspire  Black  people  on  the 
deepest  levels?  We  need  representations  that 
reflect  our  highest  ideals  and  our  own  com¬ 
munities  grappling  with  life  and  death  issues 
on  all  levels:  physical,  spiritual,  cultural, 
emotional,  sexual,  political,  and  intellec¬ 
tual.  We  need  films  that  will  help  to  nourish 
and  sustain  us  over  the  long  haul  in  addition 
to  films  that  quench  our  thirst  for  our  own 
images. 

In  his  last  scene  with  Sal,  Mookie  finds 
him  sitting  in  front  of  the  burnt-out  rubble 
of  the  pizzeria  and  demands  to  be  paid. 
When  an  incredulous  Sal  begins  to  talk 
about  what  he  has  lost,  Mookie  points  out 
that  the  insurance  will  take  care  of  the 
building  but  Radio  Raheem  is  dead.  Mookie 
gets  his  money  and  walks  away  counting  it  as 
the  camera  pans  back  to  reveal  an  almost 
idyllic  scene.  It  is  a  beautiful  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing.  Boys  play  ball  in  the  street.  Folks  in 
their  Sunday  best  are  on  their  way  to 
church.  The  music  is  lyrical. 

Wait  a  minute.  Spike! 

Radio  Raheem  is  dead! 

Where’s  his  mother?  His  father?  His  sisters 
and  brothers  and  friends?  Where  is  the  com¬ 
munity  meeting  planning  a  protest?  Deman¬ 
ding  an  investigation?  Collecting  money  for 
the  funeral?  Where  is  the  community  taking 
care  of  the  community? 

Spike  Lee  has  chosen  to  be  a  filmmaker. 
He  understands  that  ideas  and  images  are 
crucial  for  the  survival  of  a  culture.  He 
understands  the  psychic  danger  posed  to 
Black  people  from  constantly  having  to  con¬ 
front  assumptions  that  come  from  outside 
of  ourselves  in  a  racial/racist  society.  He 
should  be  acknowledged  and  appreciated 
and  supported  for  creating  a  film  com¬ 
pany/network  that  has  made  it  possible  for 
hundreds  of  Black  women  and  Black  men 
(technicians,  actors,  writers,  artists,  musi¬ 
cians,  business  people,  etc)  to  get  work,  ex¬ 
posure,  experience  and  inspiration. 

But,  we  must  resist  the  mindset  that  insists 
“there’s-  only-room-for-one.”  There  needs 
to  be  more  money  available  to  other  Black 
filmmakers,  women  and  men  with  varied  ex¬ 
periences  and  visions:  Lesbian,  Gay, 
Feminist,  over-40,  political,  rural,  small¬ 
town,  from  other  Black  communities  world¬ 
wide.  No  filmmaker  can  “do  it  all”  in  one 
film  and  Black  people  especially  need  more 
and  varied  images  of  Black  lives  and  more 
and  varied  visions  of  possible  Black  futures. 
Spike  Lee  shows  us  “like  it  is”  in  one  aspect 
of  Black  life  from  a  young,  male,  urban 
point  of  view.  We  need  more  filmmakers 
who  can  show  us  what  it  could  be,  for  all  of 
us.  □ 


Mookie  (Spike  Lee,  L)  and  Sal  (Danny  Aiello) 
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Why  it’s  so  hard  to  talk 
Mahout  this  movieK2 

There’S  the  politics  of  Black  filmmaking  and  then  there’s  the 

politics  of  the  film  itself 


By  Phil  Harper 

It’s  been  a  long  time  coming,  but  I’ve 
finally  had  a  realization  about  why  it’s  so 
difficult  to  talk  about  the  politics  of 
Spike  Lee’s  most  recent  movie,  Do  The 
Right  Thing.  It’s  clear  enough  to  anyone 
who  sees  the  film  that  it  raises  a  whole  host 
of  issues  —  from  race  relations,  which  are  its 
explicit  subject  matter,  to  sexual  politics, 
always  hovering,  unacknowledged,  in  the 
background  of  the  action.  But  it  is  not  so 
much  the  multitude  of  social  topics  that 
make  discussion  of  Do  The  Right  Thing 
such  an  overwhelming  prospect,  but  rather, 
the  fact  that  the  politics  of  the  movie  exist 
on  two  levels. 

The  most  immediate  level  is  that  of  the  ac¬ 
tual  story,  which  raises  a  number  of  ques¬ 
tions  that  loom  in  one’s  mind  long  after  the 
closing  credits  have  finished  running:  What 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  white  business 
owner  to  the  community  of  color  from 
which  he  extracts  his  profit?  How  can  that 
community  become  self-determinant  in  the 
face  of  a  complex  social  and  economic  struc¬ 
ture  that  is  founded  on  its  passivity?  When, 
if  ever,  is  violence  an  appropriate  response 
to  injustices,  and  at  what  (or  whom)  should 
it  be  directed?  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
the  questions  that  are  raised  not  so  much  in 
the  film,  through  its  storyline,  but  by  the 
very  fact  of  its  existence.  The  most  urgent  of 
these  has  to  do  with  the  responsibility  of  the 
black  filmmaker  in  an  industry  that  has 
never  been  supportive  of  blacks’  efforts. 
These  two  sets  of  questions  are  interrelated 
in  such  a  way  that  they  often  actually  work 
to  prevent  productive  discussion  of  the 
movie’s  politics.  Just  a  few  observations 


contradiction  is  underscored  at  the  close  of 
the  movie  with  the  now  infamous  juxtaposi¬ 
tion  of  the  two  quotations  —  one  from  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  denouncing  the  use  of 
violence  in  the  struggle  for  civil  rights,  and 
one  from  Malcolm  X,  who  identifies 
violence  as  an  intelligent  response  to  the 
horror  of  oppression.  To  which  opinion 
does  Spike  Lee  subscribe?  Inquiring  minds 
want  to  know. 

But  Spike  Lee’s  point  (which  he  has  made 
in  many  an  interview)  is  that  it  is  not  his 
responsibility,  as  the  filmmaker,  to  give 
viewers  answers  about  the  appropriateness 
of  violence  in  the  situation  that  he  is  depic¬ 
ting,  but  rather  merely  to  demonstrate  the 
complexity  of  that  situation.  That  seems 
reasonable  to  me.  In  fact,  1  think  the 
strength  of  Spike  Lee’s  project  lies  in  his 
desire  not  to  trivialize  or  simplify  the  issues 
he  addresses  by  offering  the  sort  of  une¬ 
quivocal  answer  that  many  people  seem  to 
want.  The  problem,  /  think,  is  that  the  film 
is  actually  not  ambiguous  enough.  For  in¬ 
stance,  the  Malcolm  X  reference,  coming 
last,  seems  to  be  a  rebuttal  to  the  King 
quotation,  which  it  overshadows.  And  the 
problem  with  the  window-breaking  scene  is 
not  so  much  that  it  demonstrates  an  incon¬ 
sistency  in  Mookie’s  character  —  who  isn’t 
inconsistent?  —  but  that  Mookie  is  played 
by  Lee  himself,  so  that  it  is  easy  (especially 
given  Mookie’s  explicit  consciousness- 
raising  scenes  with  Sal’s  sons)  to  read  his  ac¬ 
tions  as  manifestations  of  Lee’s  own  opi¬ 
nions.  The  movie  is  actually  at  its  weakest 
when  it  does  appear  to  convey  such  simple 
messages  about  race  relations.  The  most 


might  make  this  point  clear,  and  help  to 
refocus  the  debate  that  has  surrounded  the 
film  since  its  opening  earlier  this  summer. 

A  lot  of  the  response  to  Do  The  Right 
Thing  has  centered  on  the  question  of  just 
what  Spike  Lee  is  trying  to  say  about  the  use 
of  violence  in  social  struggle.  Is  he  ad¬ 
vocating  it  as  a  necessary  strategy?  Is  he  try¬ 
ing  to  demonstrate  its  stupidity  and  futility? 
Does  he  think  it’s  sometimes  necessary,  but 

All  the  characters  caught  up  in  the 
quagmire  of  racial  politics  are  male 
—  while  the  women  are  safely 
stashecJ  in  their  domestic  spaces. 
When  Jade  does  venture  out  into 
the  street,  it’s  basically  so  she  can 
become  a  pawn  in  the  power  game 
enacted  between  two  men. 

generally  to  be  avoided?  A  number  of  com¬ 
mentators  have  bemoaned  the  fact  that  the 
movie  is  so  ambiguous  on  this  point.  For  in¬ 
stance,  why  is  it  the  character  of  Mookie 
who  starts  the  riot  in  the  movie  by  smashing 
the  window  of  Sal’s  Famous  Pizzeria,  when, 
all  along,  Mookie  has  acted  as  a  mediator 
between  the  whites  —  Sal  and  his  sons  — 
and  the  blacks  of  Bedford  Stuyve'sant, 
where  the  pizzeria  is  located?  This  apparent 


glaring  example  of  this  is  probably  the  series 
of  scenes  where  people  of  different  races 
mouth  epithets  and  insults  about  various 
other  racial  and  ethnic  groups  —  a  fair 
demonstration  of  how  stupid  prejudice  is, 
but  unnecessary  and  childish  in  the  context 
of  a  serious  film  that  claims  not  to  offer  easy 
answers  to  complex  questions. 

One  of  the  reasons  that  Spike  Lee  insists 
on  his  right  not  to  offer  explicit  political 
solutions  in  his  films  is  that  he  wants  to  draw 
attention  to  the  problematic  status  of  the 
black  filmmaker  in  contemporary  U.S. 
culture.  Thus,  when  he  is  repeatedly  asked 
why  Do  The  Right  thing  does  not  depict 
drug  use  in  Bedford-Stuyvesant,  he  counters 
by  wondering  why  white  directors  are  never 
asked  similar  questions  about  movies  set  in 
various  white  communities.  (In  fact,  we 
could  easily  ask  why  white  filmmakers  are 
not  required  even  to  address  racial  strife  or 
other  social  issues  in  their  movies  —  much 
less  offer  solutions  to  them  —  since  whites 
certainly  contribute  to  such  problems.) 

Similarly,  he  regularly  complains  that  his 
budget  for  Do  The  Right  Thing  —  while 
much  larger  than  that  for  his  first  feature. 
She’s  Gotta  Have  It  —  was  significantly 
smaller  than  would  have  been  allowed  a 
white  director  producing  a  comparable  film. 
And  much  of  what  is  so  striking  about  Lee’s 
movies  is  their  portrayal  of  people  of  color 

Continued  on  page  10 


Radio  Raheem  (Bill  Nunn,  L)  and  Buggin  Out  (Giancarlo  Esposito) 


A  Black  person  is  more 

_ than  Nikes  and _ 

2^  Public  Enemy 

Middle-class  ways  of  speech  and  stance  dominate  Lee’s 
characters  and  turn  them  into  handshakes,  hairstyles  and 

nicknames 


By  Sarah  Schulman 

I  was  very  disappointed  by  Spike  Lee’s  Do 
the  Right  Thing.  The  film  is  important 
because  it  is  made  by  Black  people  and  it 
depicts  Black  people.  For  this  reason  it  is 
different  from  99  percent  of  the  films  made 
in  the  world.  However,  there  are  serious 
problems  with  the  conception  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  piece  of  work  that  need  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed. 

The  reason  for  creating  art  work  by  and 
about  minority  people  like  Blacks  or  gays  is 
to  present  a  variety  of  perspectives  that  can 
expand  the  generally  accepted  definition  of 
what  is  human.  This  kind  of  art  can  also 
provide  ignored  people  with  a  validation  of 
their  own  experiences  by  expressing  how 
they  feel  about  themselves,  their  community 
and  their  world.  Spike  Lee  depicts  poor 
Black  people  and  working-class  Italians  not 
by  how  they  feel,  but  by  buzz  words  and 
brand  names  they  are  associated  with.  A 
Black  person  is  more  than  Nikes,  Tawana 
Brawley  and  Public  Enemy.  These  are  cul¬ 
tural  symbols  and  cultural  realities,  but  they 
do  not  compose  complete  human  beings 
and  cannot  be  used  as  shorthand  for  a  world 
view.  Lee’s  simplifications  mimic  the  typical 
white  Hollywood  style  of  depicting  white 
poor  people  where  someone  like  Dustin 
Hoffman  grows  three  days  worth  of  beard, 
grunts  and  thinks  that  means  he’s  working- 
class.  Middle-class  ways  of  speech  and 
stance  dominate  Lee’s  characters  and  turn 
them  into  handshakes,  hairstyles  and 
nicknames  that  ignore  the  depth  of  real  ex¬ 
perience  that  make  up  a  personality. 

Secondly,  I  found  Do  the  Right  Thing  to 
be  politically  liberal,  which  was  surprising 
given  all  the  rhetoric  floating  around  about 
how  challenging  the  film  is  and  all  the  media 
exposure  posing  Lee  as  a  Black  radical.  In 
New  York  City  there  are  constant  racist  in¬ 
cidents  in  which  gangs  of  whites  murder  and 
assault  Black  people,  but  this  film  depicts  an 
event  in  which  the  motivations  and  respon¬ 
sibilities  are  deliberately  ambiguous  and  can 
be  evaluated  based  on  each  individual  view¬ 
er’s  standard  for  acceptable  behavior. 
(Howard  Beach,  on  the  other  hand,  has  no 
moral  ambiguity.)  A  white  person  can  come 
away  from  Do  the  Right  Thing  with  the  ex¬ 
planation  that  racial  murder  in  this  city  is 
the  result  of  mutual  responsibility  or  is  of 
vague  origin. 

The  film  also  re-enforces  a  lot  of  white 


stereotypes  about  Blacks.  There  are  no  male 
characters  who  are  admirable  or  worthy  of 
respect.  The  protagonist,  Mookie  (played 
by  Lee),  mooches  off  his  sister,  uses  his 
girlfriend  and  ignores  his  child.  Mookie  is  ir¬ 
responsible  on  the  job  and  resents  being  told 
so,  yet  he  identifies  with  his  white  bosses  to 
such  an  extent  that  he  acts  as  their  bouncer, 
removing  his  own  friends  from  the  restau¬ 
rant.  The  entire  film  is  predicated  on 
Mookie’s  evolution  from  a  complacent, 
selfish  man  to  an  angry  fighter  seeking  some 


Do  The  Right  Thing  is  the  Black 
middle-class  version  of  what  white 
middle-class  people  have  been 
doing  forever  —  speaking  for 
someone  they  don’t  know  in  a 
language  that  is  inauthentic,  and 
coming  up  with  depictions  that  are 
so  watered  down  they  become 
acceptable  to  the  very  people  they 
claim  to  challenge. 


personal  form  of  justice.  Yet  nothing  in  the 
script,  performance,  or  dynamic  of  the  film 
indicates  an  authentic  empowerment  or 
transformation  —  so  his  actions  are  ulti¬ 
mately  meaningless.  The  only  complicated 
and  true-to-life  relationship  in  the  film  is  bet¬ 
ween  Mookie  and  his  sister  Jade,  played  by 
Lee’s  real  sister,  Joie  Lee.  There,  Lee  ob¬ 
viously  knows  the  subject  he  is  investigating. 
The  other  Black  males  in  the  film  are 
depicted  as  oddballs,  bullies,  “retards”  or 
passive  drunks.  No  wonder  this  film  was  so 
praised  by  The  New  York  Times. 

Finally,  Spike  has  proven  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  he  is  an  uncritical, 
unevolving  sexist.  All  the  women  in  this  film 
are  complainers,  or  they  stay  in  the  back¬ 
ground  and  cry  while  the  men  riot.  Do  the 
Right  Thing  avoids  Lee’s  signature 
homophobia  by  ignoring  gay  people  alto¬ 
gether  as  though  there  are  no  Black  gay  peo¬ 
ple  in  poor  neighborhoods. 

Do  the  Right  Thing  is  the  Black  middle- 
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in  contexts  that  are  standard  for  white 
characters  in  “mainstream”  films,  but  vir¬ 
tually  unheard  of  for  black  characters  — 
witness  Lee’s  lushly  shot  sex  scenes,  startling 
not  for  what  they  depict  (they  are,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  excruciatingly  heterosexual),  but  for 
whom  they  involve.  All  of  these  issues  are 
profoundly  related  to  the  politics  of  black 
filmmaking  in  a  white-dominated  culture, 
politics  that  Lee  wants  to  remind  us  of  when 
he  insists  on  the  same  right  to  artistic 
autonomy  as  is  enjoyed  by  white  (male) 
directors. 

To  say  that  it  isn’t  Lee’s  job  to  provide 
answers  to  political  questions  is  not, 
however,  to  say  that  the  filmmaker  doesn’t 
have  a  political  responsibility  or  that  the 
film  itself  does  not  make  political 


Spike  Lee 


statements.  To  focus  attention  exclusively 
on  the  politics  surrounding  black  filmmak¬ 
ing  is  to  risk  ignoring  the  politics  manifested 
in  the  films  themselves.  And  while  it  is  ab¬ 
solutely  essential  to  consider  the  politics  of 
how  (and  what)  films  are  made  and 
distributed,  and  by  whom.  Spike  Lee  often 
seem  to  focus  on  these  issues  to  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  the  politics  of  the  actual  movies.  It  is 
because  of  this,  I  think,  that  he  often  comes 
off  as  so  irritatingly  defensive  in  interviews 
in  print  and,  especially,  on  television.  It  may 
also  be  why  certain  issues  raised  in  his 
movies  get  little  consideration  in  com¬ 
parison  to  the  “big”  issue  of  racial  politics, 
to  which  all  of  these  other  issues  are 
themselves  related. 

For  instance,  it’s  interesting  to  consider 
that  all  of  the  Do  The  Right  Thing 
characters  who  are  caught  up  in  the 
quagmire  of  racial  politics  are  male,  while 
the  women  in  the  movie  —  Mookie’s  sister. 
Jade,  his  girlfriend  and  the  mother  of  his 
child,  Tina,  and  the  matriarchal  figure, 
Mothersister  —  are  all  safely  stashed  away 
in  their  domestic  spaces.  When  Jade  does 
venture  out  into  the  street,  it’s  basically  so 
she  can  become  a  pawn  in  the  power  game 
enacted  between  two  men,  Mookie  and  Sal. 
This  problematic  sexual  politics  has  marked 
all  of  Lee’s  films,  especially  School  Daze.  In 
his  debut  effort.  She’s  Gotta  Have  It,  it  was 
actually  the  focus  of  the  story,  and  Lee’s 
treatment  of  it  seemed  to  signal  potential  for 
some  real  growth  on  this  front,  but  he  hasn’t 
lived  up  to  that  promise. 

Additionally,  there  is  the  issue  of  class 
that  underpins  the  race  relations  in  the 
movie.  Sal  and  his  sons,  after  all,  are  hardly 
high-powered  financiers.  They  are  not 
responsible,  for  instance,  for  the  gentrifica- 


tion  of  Bed-Stuy  by  white  professsionals, 
one  of  whom  becomes  the  object  of  wrath 
for  Buggin’  Out,  the  movie’s  black  “mili¬ 
tant,”  in  a  brief  scene  early  in  the  movie. 
What  are  the  potential  political  bonds  bet¬ 
ween  the  lower  middle-class  Sal,  who  cannot 
afford  to  abandon  Bed-Stuy  for  a  less  tense 
business  setting,  and  the  black  residents  of 
the  neighborhood  who  see  his  presence  there 
as  a  sign  of  their  oppression?  The  hostilities 
between  Sal  and  the  Bed-Stuy  residents 
might  best  be  understood  as  a  displacement 
of  the  more  fundamental  question  of  how 
they  are  all  manipulated  by  the  system  in 
which  they  live. 

And,  of  course,  there  is  the  question  of 
how  the  various  communities  of  color  func¬ 
tion  in  relation  to  each  other.  What  does  it 
mean  that  in  certain  scenes  —  that  in  which 
Radio  Raheem  gets  in  a  boombox  war  with  a 
group  of  Latinos,  for  instance  —  there  is  a 
line  of  hostility  drawn  between  different  op¬ 
pressed  communities,  while  in  others  (those 
in  which  the  cops  appear,  or  in  which  the 
riot  takes  place)  there  is  solidarity  between 
blacks  and  Hispanics,  or  between  these 
groups  and  Korean  immigrants?  How  do 
these  alliances  shift  and  re-form  depending 
on  the  circumstances  at  any  given  moment? 

All  these  issues  and  others  exist  in  the 
framework  of  Do  The  Right  Thing,  but  they 
are  rarely  discussed  because  of  the  over¬ 
whelming  immediacy  with  which  the  black/- 
white,  violence/nonviolence  dichotomies 
confront  us  in  the  film’s  climax.  And  the 
discussion  of  those  dichotomies  is  often  bas¬ 
ed  in  stereotyped  ideas  of  the  proper  role  of 
the  black  filmmaker,  ideas  that  Spike  Lee 
wants  to  challenge.  That  challenge  is  long 
overdue,  and  essential  to  the  development 
of  black  film  in  this  country.  But  in  pursuing 
it,  we  cannot  leave  aside  equally  pressing 
questions  of  how  race  relations,  sexual 
politics,  and  class  are  all  interrelated  in  Lee’s 
films,  as  in  society  itself.  If  we  can  see  the 
vicious  circle  that  is  created  when  we  focus 
solely  on  the  question  of  whether  Do  The 
Right  Thing  adequately  resolves  the  pro¬ 
blems  it  adresses,  then  maybe  we  can  return 
to  the  film  with  fresh  eyes.  Maybe  we  can 
assess  Spike  Lee’s  movie  based  on  its  ability 
to  make  us  see  more  clearly  the  array  of 
issues  it  raises,  as  we  all  strive  to  produce 
truer  and  more  helpful  critiques  of  our 
society.  □ 

Sarah  Schulman 

Continued  from  centerspread 

class  version  of  what  white  middle-class  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  doing  forever  —  speaking  for 
someone  they  don’t  know  in  a  language  that 
is  inauthentic  and  coming  up  with  depic¬ 
tions  that  are  so  watered  down  they  become 
acceptable  to  the  very  people  they  claim  to 
challenge.  Even  Sal’s  Pizzeria  looks  like  a 
gentrified  invention  directly  from  Brooklyn 
Heights.  Where’s  the  greasy  wax  paper  on 
the  floor  and  the  spilled  Orange  Crush  on 
the  plastic  seats?  Do  the  Right  Thing  is  a 
sanitized  effort  by  Spike  Lee  who  has  now 
become  a  mainstream  filmmaker,  providing 
only  a  new  twist  on  old  values.  □ 


[  HELP!  Criminals!! 

I  Please  (!)  drop  us  a  line  at  GCN  if  any  of  the  following  strike  your 
I  fancy  (even  lightly): 

I  **learnmg  more  about  how  your  ‘social  justice’  business  declares 
g  people  (queers,  the  poor,  the  uneducated,  the  dark-skinned,  . . .) 
I  ‘CRIMINALS’  —  and  how  it  deals  with  the  ones  it  ‘catches’... 

■  **entertaining/educating/etc.  PEOPLE  now  being  held  in  CAGES 
without  sufficient  (if  any  at  all)  access  to  books  and  other  of  the 
basic  learning  &  growing  materials  of  life 
**encouraging  your  local  AIDS  service  organization  to  take  some 
interest  in  the  prisons  in  your  area  where  MUCH  unprotected  sex, 
shared  needle  use,  and  general  IGNORANCE  about  AIDS  exists, 
among  PEOPLE  who  will  be  ‘COMING  OUT’! 

**getting  your  local  gay/lesbian  newspaper  to  take  some  interest  in 
these  (truly)  ‘invisible’  members  of  our  community 

Ask  us  about  our  experience,  if  you’d  like. 


B 

■ 

B 


We’d  like  to  spread  ourselves  around! 

I  ^ 

I  GCN  Prisoner  Project,  62  Berkeley,  Boston,  MA  02116. 
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Every  day  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  harassed 
or  assaulted  just  because  of  who  we  are.  If  it  happens  to  you,  WE  CAN  HELP: 

•  negotiation  with  the  police  and  courts,  including  victim's  compensation 

•  short  and  long-term  counseling 

•  referrals  to  lesbian/gay  sensitive  medical,  legal  and  social  services 

•  documentation  of  anti-lesbian/ gay  violence 

Even  if  you  don't  need  the  services,  help  us  document  the  problem. 
Complete  confidentiality  is  assured. 

The  services  of  the  Victim  Recovery  Program  are  not  limited  to  anti-lesbian/gay 
violence.  If  you  have  been  a  victim  of  ANY  violence  or  harassment,  we  can  help. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

VICTIM  RECOVERY  PROGRAM  _ 

Joyce  Collier,  LICSW,  or  Paula  Jordan 
617-267-0900 


GET  STUFFED! 

At  the  FRIDAY  NIGHT  STUFFING  PARTY 

Each  and  every  Friday  Night  at 

NiGAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS'ii 


62  Berketey  Street 
6l7/52‘r8682 
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LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


JVlake  this  summer  sizzle  with  Gay  Selections,  New  England’s  most 
exciting  meeting  service. 

With  “voice  personals’’  from  Gay  Selections,  you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share 
your  lifestyle  and  live  in  your  area.  Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen 
or  more  messages  from  other  gay  men,  then  respond  to  those  messages 
that  spark  your  interest. 

So  go  ahead  and  feel  the  heat. 


Only  per  minute.  Mu^r  he  18  yc.»r» i»r  olJer.  C  Jartel.  Inc.,  1989. 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  (617)  876-0333 


Feminist  Gifts  &  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Woman 


WOMENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
(508)  487-2501 


When  Life  Gets  Out 
Of  Control 


you’re  eating  or  drinking  too 
much. .  .can’t  stop  spending 
money... can’t  make  or  keep 
friends... and  you  worry,  feel 
desperate,  but  can’t  change. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Casual,  Elegant  Accommodation 
for  Women 


A  home  of  Victoriana  and  wicker  offering 

•  10  rooms,  each  with  AC  and  private  bath 

•  Pool 

•  Private  parking 

•  24  hour  desk/security 

•  Continental  breakfast 

•  Airport  pickup  by  arrangement 


707  TRUMAN  AVE.,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040  (305)  296-221 1 


Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 
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Bonelli 

Continued  from  page  6 

voice  in  political  office,”  Bonelli  says.  ‘‘It’s 
a  very  necessary  step  towards  developing  a 
stronger  and  more  activist  community.” 

Not  all  members  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  would  agree.  At  least  two  Hart¬ 
ford  activists,  both  of  whom  declined  to  be 
quoted  for  this  article,  felt  that  involvement 
in  electoral  politics  was  not  the  best  course 
of  action  to  achieve  gay  liberation.  These 
activists  support  a  militant,  direct-action 
response  to  the  oppression  of  gay  people  by 
society,  and  argues  that  the  compromises  in¬ 
herent  in  electoral  politics  often  undermine 
the  gay  movement. 

Others,  however,  were  quick  to  voice 
their  support  for  Bonelli’s  candidacy.  ‘‘We 
all  have  a  part  to  play,”  says  Cherie  Mitten- 
thal,  a  Bonelli  campaign  volunteer,  refer¬ 
ring  to  those  who  choose  electoral  politics 
and  those  who  choose  direct  action.  ‘‘I’m 
just  very  excited  by  the  first  time  a  gay  or  les¬ 
bian  person  will  have  a  voice  on  city 
council.” 

Diane  Martell,  an  out  lesbian  who  recent¬ 
ly  was  named  to  Hartford’s  Human  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee,  said  ‘‘We  members  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  are  very  proud 
of  [John’s!  accomplishment.  But  we  were 
proud  of  John  Bonelli  long  before  this  day. 
Because  John  is  much  more  than  a  first 
openly  gay  candidate.”  She  went  on  to 
outline  Bonelli’s  work  at  the  city’s  homeless 
shelters,  his  volunteer  work  with  Foodshare 
and  his  grassroots  organizing  for  various 
political  issues  and  candidates.  Born  in 
Hartford’s  South  End,  Bonelli  graduated 


from  Trinity  College  in  1985.  Along  with 
Crispin  Hollings,  he  formed  the  Hartford 
Chapter  of  the  Connecticut  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  in  1986. 

Bonelli  brushes  aside  questions  of 
whether  he  will  be  ‘‘Just  a  gay”  candidate. 
‘‘I’m  pursuing  the  People  For  Change  plat¬ 
form,”  he  says,  explaining  his  concerns  are 
jobs,  discrimination,  affordable  housing, 
crime  and  ensuring  that  downtown  develo¬ 
pers  give  something  back  to  the  neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

But  can  he  win  in  a  city  like  Hartford, 
made  up  of  disparate  neighborhoods  that 
often  vote  inconsistently  according  to 
political  ideology?  The  Republicans  don’t 
think  so  and  believe  his  candidacy  will  send 
moderate  voters  back  to  their  camp.  The 
Democrats  aren’t  sure,  but  are  avoiding 
alienating  an  increasingly  vocal  gay  com¬ 
munity.  In  the  usually  conservative  South 
End,  Bonelli  may  stand  a  better  chance  than 
expected  simply  because  he  was  born  and 
raised  there.  His  close  ties  to  Figueroa 
should  help  him  in  Puerto  Rican  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  but  his  biggest  challenge  may  lie  in 
the  city’s  North  End,  a  predominantly  Black 
neighborhood,  where  some  influential 
church  leaders  have  remained  cool  to  the 
idea  of  his  candidacy. 

Bonelli  takes  a  positive  stance.  ‘‘I  think 
we  have  a  very  good  chance  of  winning  this 
campaign,”  he  says.  ‘‘1  trust  that  people  will 
see  me  as  a  leader  for  this  city  on  numerous 
neighborhood  and  community  issues.”  □ 


Safer  Sex  and  Drug  Use 

GCN  offers  these  guidelines  for  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it’s 
important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  body  into  another  person's 
bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented 
cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for  a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include;  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get  from  one 
person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand  fistfucked  their 
partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 

How  to  Play  Safer 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  peo¬ 
ple  make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history 
and/or  HIV  status.  People  also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situa¬ 
tion.  If  you  and  your  partner  have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don’t  make  assumptions.  (For  example, 
many  lesbians  have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 
Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break, 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre-cum 
gets  in  your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 
Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No  information 
has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  “female  ejaculate” 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  Fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  Wood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap 
and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
Wood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unaWe  to  maintain  safer  sex  praaices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including 
AIDS. 


Intravenous  Drug  Use 

•  Don’t  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  If  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  clean  them  before  and  after  each  injection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times.  In  an  emergency,  rub¬ 
bing  alcohol  or  vodka  can  be  used  instead  of  Weach.  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren't  plastic  in  water  for  at  least  1 5  minutes. 
(Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your  works.) 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-7514 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  I  (800)  235-233 1 

Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual).  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce.  Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men  s  Health  Cnsis  (GMHC),  New  York:  (212)  807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC).  Washington.  D  C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network.  San  FranciKO:  (4IS)  864  4376 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

3SI  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


COMHUHITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS  H 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

HEALTH 

22  Edgerly  Road 

HOUSECLEANING  AT  ANY 

Boston,  MA  021  IS 

TIME 

BOSTON  HEALTH 

(617)  267-2262 

Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 

ASSOCIATES 

567-6736 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 

ACUPUNCTURE 

Residential  or  Commercial 

Psychotherapy.  Bodywork, 

Windows  included! 

Movement.  Nutrition  and 

JAMES  F,  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 

Spiritual  Counseling 

HARMONY  HOLISTIC 

COUNSELING 

266-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

HEALTH  CENTER 

Porter  Square  T 

(508)  475-6950 

16  Haviland  Street 

628-9547 

insurance  accepted 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out- 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 

patient  Clink:  267-7573) 

TREATMENT 

WOMEN 

and 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 

Kenmore  Square 

Boston,  MA  021  IS 

HEALTH  CENTER 

Boston,  MA  02115 

(Mental  Health.  Research, 

332  Newbury  Street 

247-4861 

Community  Services:  267-0900) 

Boston.  MA  021  IS 

617/267-0900 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 

DENNIS  lADAROLA 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 

SPOFFORD  HALL 

1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 

232  Court  St. 

Route  9A 

Boston,  MA  02146 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

Spofford,  NH  03462 

739-7860 

(603)  436-7588 

(603)  363-4545 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 

AUDITING/TAXES 

CONSULTATION  INC. 

counseling  &  testing 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 

186  V!  Hampshire  St 

Certified  Public  Accountant 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 

126  Sute  Street 

876-4488 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 

Boston,  MA  02109 

Offering  senisitve  well- 

523-1060 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 

woman  midwifery  and 

M.A. 

gynecological  care 

BICYCLES 

6  Bigelow  St. 

1493  Cambridge  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

FERRIS  WHEELS 

(617)  491-0968 

Call  498-1660  for  appt. 

Bicycle  Shop 

Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 

64  South  Street 

men 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

individuals  &  couples 

142  Berkeley  St. 

617-522-7082 

at  Columbus  Ave. 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

(617)  247-7555 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 

SCHOOL 

collective 

health  care  for  the  gay  &  les- 

3SI  Broadway,  Cambridge 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 

bian  community. 

868-3392 

Somerville,  MA  02144 

T,W,F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-8 

776-9232 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Rcpairs/Parts/Workspace 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

BOOKS 

596  Tremont  Street 

Housekeeping  Service 

Boston,  MA  02118 

Weekly,  ^-weekly,  monthly  and 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

(6l7)'437-9643 

special  occasions 

673  Boylston  Street 

776-2271 

Boston,  MA  02108 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

(617)  267-3010 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 

INFORMATION 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 

661-0248 

BISEXUAL  INFORMATION 

P.O.  Box  453 

SWITCHBOARD 

South  Norwalk.  CT  068S6. 

WINGS  THERAPY 

Local  and  international 

National  gay  &  lesbian  book 

COLLECTIVE 

information  on  health,  bars. 

club 

60'/!  Sacramento  St. 

and  events. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

Call  IIPM-2AM,  (215)  634-2090 

NEW  WORDS 

876-8438 

A  WOMEN’S  BOOKSTORE 

INSURANCE 

186  Hampshire  Street 

DENTISTRY 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 

876-5310 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 

552  Columbus  Ave. 

DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 

Boston,  Ma.  02118 

REDBOOK  STORE 

DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

(617)  437-9400 

Books  of  Political  Struggle. 

1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Servicing  all  your  insurance 

South  Africa,  Central  America, 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 

needs 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 

364-5500 

92  Green  St. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 

JOHN  BARNA 

Congress  St. 

(617)  522-1464 

790  Boylston  Street 

P.O.  Box  1762 

Boston.  MA  02199 

Boston,  Ma.  02105 

CHIROPRACTORS 

353-1500 

1-800-352-3185 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 

DOG  TRAINING 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 

HARMONY  HOLISTIC 

INSURANCE  AGENGY 

HEALTH 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

241  Washington  St. 

669  Somerville  Av. 

CENTER 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

Somerville,  MA  02143 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 

731-1015 

628-9547 

Medford,  MA 

395-9084 

-  NANCY  GREENWOOD 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

40  Hampshire  St. 

1100  Massachusetts  Ave. 

EATING  DISORDERS 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 

Arlington,  MA  02174 

(S08)  683-7676 

(617)  64I-2SI0 

VALERY  ROCKWELL,  M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 

Compulsive  Eating 

Suite  333 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 

CITY  LINE  DESIGN 

45  Newbury  St. 

and  bisexual  women. 

Carpentry,  paint  & 

Boston.  MA02II6 

Individual  therapy 

space  planning.  Small 

266-8584 

Couple  therapy 

jobs  a  specialty. 

492-7843 

491-5567 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  Street 

ELECTROLYSIS 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

LAWYERS 

232  n00 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary  consultation 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Computer  electrology  specialist 

Lawyers  Referral  Service 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

227-7008 

ARTHUR’S  CLEANING 

497-2019 

M-F  1-5  p.m. 

SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 

FLORISTS 

MACROBIOTICS 

Boston  and  Suburtwa 

Upper  and  Lower  Cape  Cod 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 

Wholesome,  well-balanced. 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 

DESIGN 

delicious  macrobiotic  meals. 

1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Also,  special  diets  for  life- 

Response) 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 

threatening  illnesses.  Delivery/ 

Tel  508/295-6340 

926-4289 

references.  Call  Mary  277-8fW7 

Excellent  References 

1  DO  WINDOWS  TOOl 

HAIR  SALONS 

MASSAGE 

Earie  III  Inc.  Building 

B.  CUMMINGS 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 

Maintenance 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 

General  Cleaning 

Boston.  MA  021 18 

220  Huntington  Ave. 

Residential  and  Commercial 

338  5356 

(617)  262-1000.  X  298 

Call  Buddy  (617)  3S4-I706 

Wed-Sat.  10-6 

M-Sat.,  12-7 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Intenor  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates 
Call  lor  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID  S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  8ox  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing. 

Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  If 
Cambridge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

St.  Paul’s  Western  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass  every  Sun.  S:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Community 

Unitarian  Universalist  Congrega¬ 
tion  at  the  1st  Church  of  Rox- 
bury  —  Sun.  I  lam  Service  — 
445-1277 

at  Center.  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts..  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop. 

REMODELING 

GARRISON  CONSTRUCTION 

Roofing-siding-gutters- 

decks-porches 

Replacement  doors  8  windows 
Interior  8  exterior  painting 
Fully  licensed  8  insured 
For  free  estimate  call  Tom 
(617)  545-0078 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 

In  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  8  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St, 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P.O.  Box  405 
Rockport.  MA  01966 
508/546-7252 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  Street 
Gloucester.  Mass 
(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S  NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  lor 

Women 

823  Mam  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th  4pm-2am.  F  4pm-2am. 

Sat  9pm-2am 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  ^xes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Global  consciousness?  LF,  25,  foreign  professional 
from  homophobic  country,  seeks  GM  or  BM  (U.S. 
citizen)  for  immediate  correspondence  and  possible 
future  marriage.  GCN  Box  365. _ 

C  U  AT  THE  MUFF-INN 

Dear  BGA, 

Just  think,  your  boneheadedness  can  pick  up  where 
your  Copa-devotion  left  off!  Let’s  get  nutty  together. 

Your  admiring  s-noggin. 
_ (5) 

DO  YOU  BEUEVE  IN  MAGIC 
Practicing  Magician  wishing  to  correspond  with  others 
who  study  the  Black  arts.  Only  those  of  a  serious  heart. 
Write  L«lie  Hattey,  Rt.  1  Box  36,  Jackson,  N.C. 
27845. _ O) 

SON  AND  LOVER 

WM.53  chunky  smooth  good  looking,  seeks  young 
Greek  active  companion  to  share  bed  and  home.  No 
drugs.  BMC  Box  2817,  Boston,  MA  02101. _ 

DYKES  IN  LA! 

Lesbian,  28,  independent  Filmmaker  looking  for 
lesbian  household  or  roommate  in  LA  area,  beginning 
August  or  September.  Contact  Jennie  at  GCN  (617) 
426-4469. _ (J) 

In  Boston  for  summer;  comely,  personable,  informed, 
loquacious,  New  Mexican,  Gay  Male,  42,  professional 
photographer.  Interests:  Language,  travel,  scuba,  film. 
Seeking  new  friends  and  community.  Michael,  GCN 
Box  359. _ [6) 

TIRED  OF  BEING  BUTCH! 

Well  this  GM  is  tired  of  being  femme.  I’ll  put  you  in 
heels  and  chase  you  around  the  house.  If  I  catch  you...? 
Send  descriptive  letter,  with  shoe  size,  to  GCN  Box  357. 
_ _ (5) 

CAN  YOU  HANDLE  US!  (NUMBER  9) 

2  GM’s  with  nice  dicks,  deep  throats,  rubber  sheets  — 

want  to  hear  from  you.  GCN  Box  358 _ ^) 

WRITE  ME  NOW... 

if  you’re  a  dyke  who’s  muscle-bound  and  lonely,  have 
nowhere  to  go  on  Saturday  nights,  and  like  femme  tops 
and  smut,  then  you’re  for  me  (or  maybe  I’ve  already  had 
you).  Write  GCN  Box  363 _ {5) 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  SHERMAN! 

You’re  33?  I  could  just  pee. 

With  love  from  your  Pooler  Bear. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  at  GCN,  426-4^9. _ 

HOUSESITTER  AVAILABLE 

For  your  mansion/condo/flat/tent,  wherever  it  is  be- 
tween  August  and  October.  617/497-1456. _ (6) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


SERVICES 


WOMEN  NEEDED 

To  act  in  ‘video  about  lesbian  collective.  No  experietKe 
necessary.  Call  for  more  information  if  interested.  Leave 
message  and  number.  926-7601  (Irene).  (6) 

AUTHORS  QUEERY 

For  a  study  of  lesbian  life  and  lives  in  the  New  England  area 
between  1929  and  1969,  1  would  appreciate  hearing  from 
anyone  with  information,  memories,  photos,  letters,  literature, 
etc.  Send  contact  infor  to  GCN  Box  36.  (7) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 

(20) 

GET  PUBUSHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  4264469  for  more  info. 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunterrs.  Please  cal  Jennie  at 
GCN,  4264469. 

SERVICES,  .1 

IS  IT  LOVE! 

Your  relationship  or  the  one  you  hope  for  with  that 
special  someone  astrologically  interpreted  in  fascinating 
15-20  page  report.  Send  names  (first  names  OK)  dates, 
times  (if  known)  and  places  of  birth  for  both  of  you. 
Fun  and  informative!  Comes  in  attractive  cover  — 
makes  a  great  gift!  $20.00  ppd.  INSIGHT 
TECHNOLOGIES  Dept.  R-1,  P.O.  Box  1692,  New 
York,  NY  10011.  Also:  personal  horoscopes,  forecasts, 
etc.  Free  catalog.  (5) 

PROFESSIONAL  ASTROLOGER  &  TAROT 
CARD  READER 

Teacher,  counselor,  10  years  experience.  Specializing  in 
men  and  women  in  transition.  Available  for  individuals 
and  couples,  readings,  parties,  and  workshops.  Call 
Shivani  Baker,  (617)  862-5021.  (7) 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH  —  Deeply  healing/balancing 
energy  treatments  and  therapeutic  nonsexual  bodywork. 
Personal  Counseling.  Good  care  for  body /mind/spirit. 
HIV  +  clients  welcome.  Michael  Young.  628-0457.  (6) 

HOUSESITTER  AVAILABLE 

For  your  mansion/condo/flat/tent,  wherever  it  is  be¬ 
tween  August  and  October.  617/497-1456.  (6) 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 

The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  HOYLSTON  SIKfcl  I 
It)  tAIKHtLD  PLA/A 
BOSTON  MA02I94 
(lil7il3MSlK) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

*General  Medical  Care  'Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beocon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


♦INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 


*GAY  SENSITIVE 
■  ■  THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.LC.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


Gay  Community 


News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room'  |ust  keep  wnting  on  s  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25<  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25c 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50x. 


My  category  it: 

D  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 
D  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 
D  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  D  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 
Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  S  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  2 1-30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  . 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $. 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $, 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Qassifieds 
□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $. 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
i  ^  BOSTON,  MA 
617*266'2240 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


EXPERIENCED 
PRESS  OPERATOR 
2-COLOR  STRIPPER 


Multi-racial  printing 
collective  seeks  new 
members.  Self-managed  union 
shop,  part  of  the  movement  for 
political,  social  and  economic 
change  for  15  years.  Minimum 
two  years  experience  necessary. 
People  of  color  and  women  are 
encouraged  to  apply. 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

(61 7)  524-6822 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
CENTER  OF  BALTIMORE 

Must  be  experienced  in  program  Develop¬ 
ment,  and  Project  Management.  Must  have  ex¬ 
cellent  oral  and  written  skills  and  have 
knowledge  of  government  workings,  community 
based  organizations,  gay  and  lesbian  issues. 

Some  weekend  and  evening  meetings  plus  daily 
schedule.  Strong  supervisory  skills,  sensitivity  to 
people  of  color  and  people  of  diverse 
backgrounds.  Some  fiscal  and  grant  writing 
responsibilities. 

Benefits:  Salary  range:  $I8,0(X)-S24,(XX). 
Woinen  and  people  of  color  are  encouraged  to 
apply.  Applications  including  a  writing  sample, 
resume  and  3  references  should  be  sent  to 
GLCCB  Search  Committee,  241  West  Chase 
Street,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21201. 


HELP  WANTED 


DIRECTOR  RESPITE  CARE 

Boston  based  program  providing  in-home  respite 
care  to  individuals  with  DD  and  their  families. 
Human  Services  degree  and  experience  in 
MR/DD,  Staff  Supervision  and  basic  fiscal  systems 
required.  Flexible  hours,  salary  commensurate 
with  experience.  Resumes  to:  j.  Cawley,  Vinten 
Corp.,  28  Travis  St.,  Allston,  MA  02134, 

uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiil 

LAWYER  NEEDED 

Searching  for  lawyer  for  a  one  hour  session  of  legal  ad¬ 
vice  and  consultation.  I  don’t  know  where  to  turn  and 
need  help.  Will  pay  your  fee  for  any  time.  Should  be 
discreet  and  understanding,  Worcester  area. _ (6) 

BODYBUILDER  WANTED 

GM  trauma  survivor  needs  to  be  held  close,  gently 
massaged  by  a  big  muscular  man  and  that’s  all.  Box  566, 
Yarmouth,  Maine  04096. _  (5) 

Fifteen  hours  work/week  in  exchange  for  board  and  fur¬ 
nished  room  in  sunny  Brighton  Victorian  house.  Les¬ 
bian  professional  couple  seeks  help  with  house,  errands, 
year-old  child.  Flexible  hours  including  early  mornings. 

Start  September  first. '254-5929. _ (5) 

MANAGER  -  IMMEDIATE  FULL-TIME 
Weekdays:  Staff  management,  client  interaction, 
marketing,  budgeting,  administrative.  Excellent  in¬ 
terpersonal  skills;  attention  to  detail;  driver’s  license;  1-2 
year  commitment.  Unlimited  growth.  Cambridge. 
$18-25,000.  (617)492-8844. _ (5) 


ws 
I  •] 


ttOHMATEtWANTE 


Oversized  master  bedroom,  semi-private  study  in 
renovated  Victorian  in  Boston,  Laundry,  porches.  No 
chemicals.  Near  T.  Quiet  neighborhood  with  trees, 
$38S-plus  security.  Diane  265-4097, _ ^) 

SOMERVILLE  NEAR  DAVIS  SQ. 

2  LF  seek  LF  for  quiet,  responsible,  2nd  and  3rd  floor 
apartment.  $323-plus.  garden,  quiet  neighborhood.  In- 
dependent  but  friendly.  For  Sept.  I,  776-6612. _ (6) 

PT  TIME/SHORT  TERM  IN  BOSTON! 

JP  —  feminist  cat  and  LF  34  seeks  LF  30-plus.  Furnish¬ 
ed  room,  w/d,  parking,  near  Forest  Hills,  garden,  great 
view!  $2S0-plus.  No  smoking,  more  pets.  524-1793.  (6) 

Female  roomate  wanted  for  2  bedroom  apt.  at  Point  of 
Pines  '/r  block  from  beach,  '/i  block  from  public 
transportation.  $450  month  including  utilities  call 
286-21 13.  Professional  preferred. _ (6) 

Cambridge  2  bedrooms  available  August  and  September 
located  2  blocks  from  Central  T.  $250  inclides  heal. 
Gay/siraight  men  and  women.  For  more  info  547-8647. 
_ (6) 

LF  41  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  nice  JP  apt,  porches,  trees, 
cals,  near  parks  and  T.  Am  semi-veg,  independent, 
friendly,  energetic.  Seek  compatible  person.  $316-plus. 
Sept.  1  call  Tusi  524-1812. _ (5) 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Bet¬ 
ween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Nortoii,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets. _ (5) 

ISLE  OF  SAPPHO  IN  SOMERVILLE 
2  LFs  and  1  BiF  seek  1  LF  25-plus  for  large  yet  cozy  2 
floor  semi-coop  in  Somerville.  Accessible  to  bu.ses  and  . 
green  and  red  lines.  Minimal  alc/drugs.  3  cute  cats  —  no 
more  pets.  No  smokers.  W/D.  Porches  and  small  yard. 
$287. 50-plus.  Available  September  1 .  Call  776-9855.  (5) 

Dorchester  Jones  Hill.  2-bedroom  apartment  w/wood 
floors,  porches,  private  backyard.  Pets  fine.  Near  T. 
Smoke-free.  Lesbian  own/occ.  $650-plus  utils. 
Available  9/1.  Call  288-9136. _ (5) 

2  LF  seek  3rd  and  4th  for  Belmont  4  BR.  Spacious, 
hardwood  floors,  fireplace,  off-street  parking,  bus-line. 
25-plus,  friendly,  independent,  no  smoke,  no  drugs. 
$295-plus  Kate  or  Janet  484-53 19. _ (5) 

Swampscolt  room  avail,  in  my  two  family  home  very 
nice  place,  many  nice  features,  close  to  purple  line 
buse.s,  beach.  No  pets  —  own  cal.  No  drugs,  alcohol, 
quiet,  resp.  adults.  37S-plus  utils,  non-smoker. _ (5) 

Quiet  GWM  to  share  Ig  5  room  apt.,  Beverly,  sea-side. 
$450  per  month,  tel.  922-4785  after  7pm. _ (6) 

LF,  37  seeks  roommate  to  share  beautiful,  quiet  apart¬ 
ment  10  minutes  from  JP.  No  pets  or  drugs.  $300-plus. 
Call  to  talk,  Sharron  296-1184. _ 0) 

ALLSTON  HOUSEHOLD 

5  LFs  looking  for  6th  to  share  large  3  floor  house.  Semi¬ 
coop.  Near  T  and  bus  route.  $254-plus,  available  Sept, 

I,  254-0448. _ ^) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  34  seeks  same  28-plus  for  2  BR  apartment  near 
Orange  and  Green  Lines.  $3 10/month  plus  utilities.  One 
cal  and/or  birds  okay.  Available  9/1/89.  Mary 
522-2032,  leave  message. _ D) 

NOW  SHOWING! 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  large  2BR  in  JP.  Quiet,  parking, 
walk  to  T.  Available  immediately.  $400.  More  details, 
call  524-6012. _  (5) 

MAKE  AN  OFFER  I  CAN'T  REFUSE 
LF  has  roommate  position  available  9/1.  Full  or  part 
time.  Benefits;  lovely,  homey,  J.P.  apartment,  room 
furn./not,  W/D,  porches;  near  Arboretum,  T. 
Qualifications;  LF,  30-plus,  fun,  semi-veg.  No 
smokers/pets.  $343-plus.  Reply:  524-3725. _ (5) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  2  housemates  for  August.  I  for  September.  We 
are  mixed  mcn/women,  mixed  sexual  orientations,  semi- 
veg.  If  you  are  easy-going,  responsible,  non-smoking, 
cat-free,  call!  864-1466. _ (25) 

SHARE  HOUSE  IN  NORWOOD.  MA 

Male  grad  student  seeks  male  prof  or  grad  student  to 
share  two  bedroom  house.  I'/i  baths,  dishwasher,  w/d, 
storage.  $375/mo  includes  all  except  phone.  Call 
662-6931. _  (6) 

MEDFORDITUFTS 

3L  seek  indept.  4th  L  for  large  20  apt.  Conv.  to  buses. 
15  min  walk  to  Davis.  No  more  pets.  $215.00  Sept  1 
395-8257. _  (6) 

Apartment  sublet  —  Sept.  15-March  15  (poss.  Sept  1). 
Davis  Square  across  T.  '/a  house.  6  large  rooms  $650 
month  plus  util,  (plus  sec,  dep.)  Call  Lisa  625-2159.  (6) 

CHEAP  HARVARD  SQUARE  SUBLET 
Lesbian  and  cat  looking  for  faggot,  dyke  or  couple  for 
September  and  October  sublet,  large  sunny  room  great 
Cambridge  location.  Rent  $302.00  Call  Jade  354-7457. 

_ (6) 

SOMERVILLE  HOME 

LF  30-plus  for  spacious  old-fa.shioned  2  BD  sun  and 
quiet.  No  subst  abuse  or  smkng.  Cat  okay.  $370-plus. 
664-0934.  _ (5) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  ‘‘Guaranteed 
Roommate**  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


CENTRAL  SQUARE  CAMBRIDGE 

LF,  36,  seeks  quiet  F  for  third  floor,  2  bedroom,  freshly 
renovated  apartment  with  screened  porch.  Five  minutes 
from  T,  groceries,  laundry.  No  smoke/pets,  min. 
alcohol.  $310  plus  $  for  winter  warmth.  7/15-plus. 
491-2298. _ (6) 

GM  seeking  QUIET  roommate  for  small  one  bed-room 
apt.  —  divided  in  2  bedrooms  with  doors.  Slightly  fur¬ 
nished,  not  elegant;  but  cheap.  $235. 00/mo.  One  month 
depo.sit  required  up  front.  Call  Mike  at  GCN  426-4469. 

WORCESTER??! 

Two  LFs  looking  for  third  to  share  spacious  6  room  apt, 
1st  floor,  near  busline.  $200  plus  1/3  utils.  (508) 
791-4468. _ {6) 

Davis  Square  Somerville  two  prof  GF  to  share  sunny 
large  three  bedroom  apt  near  T.  $2%-plus  available  9/1 . 
776-0274.  Non-smoker.  No  pets. _ 


GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville  are. 
$500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent  control. 
Call  Liz  6254277.  _ (c) 


APARTHENTS 


SUCH  A  DEAL' 

Lovely  3'/2  bedroom  2  full  bath  apt  in  Ashmont  area  of  Dor- 
chester.  Available  ASAP.  $650  monthly.  331-3541. _ ^ 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Qose  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  message. _ (c) 

Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  sunny  one  bedrm  studio  in  lesbian 
ovmed  house,  offstreet  parking,  trees,  air,  view,  avail  8/1  or 
8/15, 9/1,  $545  inci  all,  436-2583. _ (6) 


VACATIONS 


GCN  SPECIALS 


DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time**  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals**  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! _ 


PUBLICATIONS 


CELEBRATE  BOYHOOD!! 

Boyhood  photo-magazine  is  what  you  want!  NOT  porn, 
NO  nudity,  but  GREAT!  Info?  S.A.S.E.  to  Pellpub, 
Box  8682,  Canton,  Ohio  447 1 1 _ ^) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94114. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  8(K)-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled;  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O. 
Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617) 
625-7885,  _  _ (ex) 


CARIBBEAN  PARADISE  FOR  LOVERS 

SEA  PARK  six  handsomely  furnished  fully  equipped 
one  bedroom  apartments  with  private  sea  view  patios  on 
three  acres.  Catering  to  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Tennis, 
snorkeling,  horseback  riding,  sailing  and  beach.  P.O. 
Box  2794,  Frederikstead,  St.  Croix,  USVI  00841  (809) 
772-4219,  Mike  and  Peter,  hosts. _ (5) 

OVERNIGHT  LODGING 

Cambridge  YWCA.  Wonderful  Central  Square  loca¬ 
tion.  Women  only.  $35/night.  Call  491-6050  for  info, 
reservations. _ (5) 

GAY  country  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 

HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  II8G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (9) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE? 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  are  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  I  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  you’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  4264469.  Thanks. _ 

The  GCN  features  dept,  could  really  use  someone  to 
help  keep  track  of  the  books  for  review,  correspond  with 
publishers,  etc.  About  3  hrs  a  week.  We’ll  love  you 
forever!  Call  Steph  at  GCN:  (617)426-4469. _ 

TRANSCRIPTION 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

GCN  has  so  many  fascinating  taped  interviews!!  But  we 
can’t  transcribe  ’em  as  fast  as  they  get  taped.  If  you  can 
help  out,  even  for  a  few  hours,  call  Steph  at  (617) 
426-4469. _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


GAYELL^mCES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom- 
modalions.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mall  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too') 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky,  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticul.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland,  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  selt-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


PUBLICATIONS 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $I3/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  Over  18.  SASE  for  info. 
P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617) 
625-7885.  (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  .support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (IS.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 

523-7363  for  info. _ _ _ (IS. 32) 

MANfBOY  LOVE  ~ 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  0) 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

QC 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

$ 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 

o 

3" 

236-1848 

IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


I’m  in  prison  and  very  lonely.  I  will  like  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  women  on  the  outside.  We  aren’t 
allowed  to  write  other  prisoners.  I’m  26,  a 
butch,  very  compassionate,  my  sign  is  Cancer 
and  I’m  very  humorous.  Please  write.  Renee 
COLON-PRINCE,  161263,  PO  Box  8540 
(537).  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


HEY  THERE  POETS  &ARTISTS!! 

(I  include  those  of  you  too  modest  or  un¬ 
confident  to  call  yourselves  ‘artist’  or  ‘poet’! 
OK,  how  about  scribblers  and  doodlers?)  GCN 
can  always  use  a  fresh  supply  of  your  drawings, 
poems,  and  whatever  else  gets  out  your  feeling. 
We  do  a  big  poetry  spread  once  a  year  and  we 
ALWAYS  need  drawings  (black  &  white, 
about  as  wide  as  one  of  these  colums).  You  can 
think  of  them  as  your  gift  to  us  in  return  for 
our  gift  to  you  of  this  paper.  Don’t  worry  If 
they’re  not  ‘professional’.  We’re  looking  for 
inspiration,  not  technique. 


_  Discrimination  against  PWAs 

is  The  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973  is  a  federal  law 
which  forbids  discrimination  against  handicapped 
^  people  b)r  agencies  which  receive  federal  funds, 
i  Several  courts  have  recently  held  that  AIDS  and 
J  lesser  forms  of  HIV  infection  are  ‘handicaps’. 
■  Many  Departments  of  Corrections  receive  federal 
funds.  Prisoners  excluded  from  jobs  or  programs 
because  they  have  AIDS,  ARC,  or  HIV  infection 
may  have  claims  under  this  act.  The  Rehabilitation 
Act  is  at  29  use  Sections  706  and  794.  State 
courts  are  probably  not  a  good  place  to  bring 
these  claims.  If  you  are  in  New  York  and  believe 
YOU  have  a  claim,  contact  your  nearest  Prisoners 
Legal  Services  office. 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $l5/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to; 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $I5/U.S.,  $I8/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Oul  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLO,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _  (ex) 


PENPALS  PENPALS  PENPALS 

Dignity,  a  gay/lesbian  Catholic  group,  has  a  prison 
ministry  which  supports  correspondence  between 
people  in  prison  and  people  outside.  Any 
prisoner,  man  or  woman,  gay  or  straight, 
Catholic  or  not,  is  welcome  to  join,  just  write: 
Dignity  Prison  Ministry,  Suite  II,  1500  Mass.  Ave 
NW.  Washington  DC  20005. 


Can  anyone  put  me  in  touch  with  someone  who 
is  into  PALM  READING  and  may  have  some 
old  books  on  the  subject.  If  so  forward  them 
my  address.  Thanks.  Kristy  CRUNK,  Rt  1  Box 
36,  Jackson  NC  27845. 


GM  33  looking  for  a  penpal.  Age  or  stats  don’t 
matter.  I’m  looking  for  someone  special.  Hob¬ 
bies  are  music,  piano,  art,  swimming,  and 
walking.  I‘m  not  into  head  trips,  so  for  a 
sincere  friendship,  please  write  to:  Michael 
WILLIAMS,  76676-011,  Box  4000,  Springfield 
MO  65808. _ 

The  past  two  years  I’ve  been  living  a  very 
solitary  life  in  prison,  and  now  I  find  myself 
frustrated,  very  lonely  and  just  aching  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  someone  or  someones.  I’m  34, 
gay,  and  would  especially  like  to  hear  from  any 
TS  or  TV,  or  gay  men.  Jeffrey  GRUNE,  87A 
3957,  Box  2500  River  Rd,  Marcy  NY  13403. 

My  interests  are  writing  and  getting  to  know 
honest  people.  I  love  meeting  new  people,  any 
kind  of  people.  Please  let’s  communicate. 
Young  and  full  of  yum,  Rafael  RODRIGUEZ, 
87A  7471,  Box  367-CCF,  Dannemora  NY 
12929. _ 

I’m  looking  for  a  soul  mate,  to  embody  first 
thru  correspondence  and  possibly  after  I’m 
released.  My  interests  are  movies,  music,  camp¬ 
ing,  hiking,  skiing  and  reading  non-fiction 
books.  I’m  full  of  life  and  need  someone  to  en¬ 
joy  it  with.  Christopher  GRINDLE,  HCR  70, 
Box  428,  Bucks  Harbor  ME  04618. 


I’m  46  and  hoping  to  find  someone  who  would 
like  to  write  and  try  to  understand  me  and  care 
about  me.  I’ll  be  residing  in  Boston  when  parol¬ 
ed  (in  1990  if  I’m  lucky).  Good  luck  to  your 
paper  and  power  to  the  people!  Roger  C. 
PERRY,  77853-011,  Box  4000,  Springfield  MO 
65808. 

Interesting  35  yr  old  man  is  looking  for  gay 
friends  and  penpals.  Thank  you  for  your  kind 
consideration.  Jesse  LaVELLE,  185-436,  Box 
5500,  Chillicothe  OH  45601. 

My  hobby  is  writing  but  as  of  now  I  am  lonely 
and  need  some  serious  queen  to  write  me.  Some 
come  on  baby,  lets  get  to  know  each  other.  Bil¬ 
ly  GOINS,  136409,  A-2-232,  PO  Box  430, 
Dillwyn  VA  23936. 

If  you  are  35  or  older  and  have  a  HAIRY  chest, 
drop  me  a  line.  Ansul  COLE,  453193.  Rt  4  Box 
1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583 

I  would  very  much  like  to  correspond  with  a 
gay  person,  color  and  age  doesn’t  matter.  I’m  a 
young  Black  man  with  good  intelligence  and  a 
pleasing  personality,  plus  a  clear  perspective  on 
a  positive  life  once  I’m  released  from  this  bon¬ 
dage.  I’m  nice  looking  as  well.  Tommy 
YANCEY,  B-unit  B-2,  Star  Route,  D-9660, 
Reidsville  GA  30499. 

GM  interested  in  photography,  books,  Sci-Fi, 
automobiles  and  animals;  looking  for  penpals. 
Can  write  other  prisoners,  but  prefer  someone 
in  the  free  world.  William  TEDFORD,  486643, 

Rt  2  Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852. 

Hi!  I’m  a  male-to-female  transsexual  prisoner, 
young,  healthy  and  looking  for  a  kind  man  in 
the  free  world  with  open  arms  for  love  and 
romance.  Age,  race,  looks  and  the  state  you 
live  in  are  unimportant.  Dee  Dee  GODFREY, 
909602,  PO  Box  520,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362. 

Wish  to  meet  a  gay  person  for  romance,  so¬ 
meone  who  believes  in  softness  and  tenderness. 
Can’t  write  other  prisoners.  Elbert  PARIS, 
76546,  3001  W.  Highway  146,  LaGrange  KY 
40032. 

Hi!  I‘m  gay  and  looking  for  a  friend  and  more. 
I’m  a  Gemini,  26,  love  the  outdoors  and  hot 
sex.  I’m  also  into  S&M  and  watersports.  I‘ll  be 
out  in  18  months.  Robert  LEQUIN,  112842 
N-05,  PO  Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL  32460. 

I’m  from  Columbus  and  some  of  my  past  times 
are  music,  sports,  chess  and  reading.  I  would 
like  to  meet  someone  that  would  like  to  share  a 
friendship.  Johnny  SANUNDERS,  194-501, 
Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 

I‘d  like  to  hear  from  gay  men  and  transsexuals. 

1  like  to  be  on  top  and  do  all  kind  of  thing  like 
that.  1  lift  weights  too.  Alex  CZAPLICKI, 
B-399907-N-53,  PO  Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL 
32460. 

I’m  a  31  yr  old,  light  skinned  Black  Gay  male, 
lonely,  lonesome,  seeking  correspondence  for 
friendship.  A  letter  now  and  then  is  good  for 
you,  helps  ease  the  strain  of  boredom  and 
misery.  Ricky  Lee  WHITE,  Camp  7  —  62655, 
Parchman  MS  38738. 

We  the  gay  inmates  of  South  Mississippi  Cor¬ 
rectional  Institute  are  seeking  correspondence 
with  our  brothers  on  the  outside.  It  is  a  difficult 
life  for  us.  It  would  help  if  we  could  share  our 
life  with  friends.  We  hope  to  hear  from  some  of 
you.  Please  contact  Ronald  HUDSON,  61211, 
GP-9,  Leaksville  MS  39451. 
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Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 

5  Saturday 

Boston  □  WIN,  LOSE,  or  DRAW  to  benefit  The 
Mass.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus.  Moonshine  at 
Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 

Cambridge  □  Summer  in  the  City  Women’s 
Dance.  Drug,  alcohol  and  smoke  free.  D.J.  Whitman, 
D.J.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
9pm.  S5  more  or  less. 

Cambridge  □  GAMIT  Summer  Dance.  Gays,  les¬ 
bians,  bisexuals  and  friends  at  MIT.  MIT  Student  Center. 
84  Mass.  Ave.  9pm.  Jj.with  student  I.D.,  J4  without. 
253-5440. 

6  Sunday 

Somerville  □  GLOSS,  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville 
and  Surroundings  potiuck  with  Mayoral  candidates  Ca- 
puano  and  Buonomo.  6pm.  Mike,  628-2643  or  Cissy 
628-2825. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  monthly  potiuck  at 
the  home  of  James  A.  7pm.  825-3737. 

7  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 

holds  introductory  meeting.  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  Street.  7;30pm.  247-6683(BIS-MOVE). 

( 

Somerville  □  Lesbian  School  Teachers  Potiuck, 

6:30pm.  Call  for  directions.  323-1536. 


13  Sunday  □  Doshie  Powers 
at  Randolph  Country  Club. 
5-8pm.  Info:  961-2414. 

Worcester  □  Masafumi  Kurosaka,  Japanese  folk 
singer,  performs  benefit  to  support  the  tours  for  survivors 
of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  Worcester  Artists  Group,  30 
Harlow  Street.  8pm.  $7  donation.  Rhiana,  (508) 
369-0148. 

Randolph  □  MCC  Men’s  Day  in  the  Sun  at  the  Ran¬ 
dolph  Country  Club.  Ham.  523-7664. 

1 3  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP. 

Outdoor  Potiuck.  Jamaica  Pond  at  Open  Door  entrance 
opposite  Morraine  Street.  4-6:30pm.  Margaret,  524-8070. 

Randolph  □  Doshie  Powers  will  appear  at  the  Ran¬ 
dolph  Country  Club.  S-8pm.  S3,  non-members. 
961-2414. 

1 5  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  Japanese  folk  singer  Masafumi 
Kurosaka  performs.  Christ  Church  of  Cambridge,  Parish 
Hall,  0  Garden  Street.  Potiuck  5:30pm.  (bring  main  dish). 
Concert  7:30pm.  Rhiana,  (508)  369-0148. 

1 6  Wednesday 

Boston  □  NOW’S  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force 

meeting.  971  Commonwealth  Avenue.  7pm.  782-1056. 

Cambridge  □  Doshie  Powers  and  Michael  Andrew 
Frank  perform  at  the  Middle  East  Cafe.  472  Mass.  Ave. 
9pm.  to  lam.  $5.  354-8238. 


Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Collective  presents  Cambridge  □  Women  for  Sobriety,  a  self-help  group 
Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  all  ages,  abilities.  for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center, 
Wed.  eves..  Sat.  afternoons.  574-9433.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  3S4-8807 


Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston  Boston  □  Club  Cafe  presents  the  best  of  Boston’s  Jazz 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm.  talent.  209  Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 


Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Boston  □  Eula  Lawrence  performs  Jazz  at  Club  Cafe. 
209  Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 


Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons’  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7;30pm. 
354-6658. 


Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-Spm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9;30pm.  426-9205. 


Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  it.  Sister!”  WMBR,  88.1  FM. 
7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women 
of  all  ages,  abilities.  See  Sat.  listing. 


Weekly  events 


Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of 
Karate  and  Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages, 
abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  3-Spm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm. 
547-3889. 


Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  8/8  Rap 
on  the  Rap.  8/15  Group  Dynamics.  The  Women’s  Center 
(see  above). 


8  Tuesday 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  rri«n<lc  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meeting.  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass. 
Ave.  7.15pm.  547-2440,  562-5807. 

Boston  □  NOW’S  Reproductive  Rights  T^k  Force 

meeting.  971  Commonwealth  Ave.  7pm.  782-1056 

9  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 

meets  at  GCN,  62  Berkeley,  near  Back  Bay  and  Arlington 
T-slops.  6:30pm.  Bi-weekly.  Info:  Carla,  524-3370. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbians  meet  for  lunchtime 
cruise  of  Boston  Harbor.  l2noon.  $1.  Julie,  725-3562. 

1 0  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  surts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Community  Feud  to  benefit  The  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force.  Moonshine  at  Club  Cabaret. 
209  Columbus  Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Committee  Engaging  in 
Politics  meeting  to  plan  upcoming  projects.  Harvard, 
Boylston  Hall,  2nd  floor.  7:30pm.  BIS-MOVE. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP 

meet  for  dinner  at  Doyle’s  Braddock  Cafe.  6:30pm.  Mike, 
327-5669  or  Roberta,  524-2261. 

1 1  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN.  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Jeopardy  to  benefit  The  Boston  Living 
Center.  Moonshine  at  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus 
Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 

1 2  Saturday 

Boston  □  Dating  Game  for  Men  to  benefit  Hospice 
West.  Moonshine  at  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus 
Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 

Ipswich  □  Beach  Blanket  Bi-NGO  &  Picnic  with 
Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network.  Cranes  Beach.  BIS- 
MOVE. 


1 7  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  surts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  WIN,  LOSE  or  DRAW  to  benefit  The  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center.  Moonshine  at  Club 
Cabaret.  209  Columbus  Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 

Cambridge  □  GAMIT  Ice  Cream  Social  Gays.  Les¬ 
bians,  Bisexuals  and  friends  at  MIT.  142  Memorial  Drive. 
8pm.  2S3-S440. 

1 8  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Jeopardy  to  benefit  The  New  England  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Veterans.  Moonshine  at  Club  Cabaret,  209  Col¬ 
umbus  Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 

1 9  Saturday 

Boston  □  Community  Feud  to  benefit  The  Living  with 
AIDS  Theatre  Project.  Moonshine  at  Club  Cabaret,  209 
Columbus  Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  Harbor  Cruise.  Sponsored  by  Gay 
Professional  Women.  8pm.  to  midnight.  Donna, 
585-6051. 

Boston  □  True  Grits  Southern  dykes  covered  dish  sup¬ 
per,  all  races  and  attitudes  welcome.  4pm.  Cissy, 
628-282S. 

Marlboro  □  WOBBLES,  West  of  Boston  Lesbians  go 
to  Canobie  Lake  Park  in  New  Hampshire.  Janis,  (SOB) 
386-7737. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers  an  organization  for  older  gay 
males.  Second  Anniversary  Party.  Boston  Ramrod,  I2S4 
Boylston  Street.  Ipm-4pm.  S3. 

Lowell  □  Gays  in  the  Merrimack  Valley.  Monthly 
potiuck  at  First  Grace  Church,  225  Stedman  Street.  6pm. 
David,  (508)  452-4686. 

20  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP 

Beach  Outing.  Meet  at  North  Sution.  9:30am.  Mike, 
327-5669. 


Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  radio  for 
Gay/Lesbian  community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR 
98.5  FM.  8/6  Photographer  Al  Winn  and  women’s  music, 
8/13  Beth  Sommers  &  Ellen  Lewis  talk  about  FCHC’s  new 
acupuncture  detox  program. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  Ed  Meradith  performs  Jazz  at  Club  Cafe,  209 
Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  8/7  Erotic  Writing,  8/14 
Outing.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free. 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Boston  □  Ed  Meradith  performs  Jazz  at  Club  Cafe,  209 
Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xlW8. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  New  Gay  &  Lesbian  Service  Center.  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  8/8  Bisexuali¬ 
ty  &  Survivors,  8/15  Group  Dynamics.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  7:30- 1 0pm.  354-8807. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T., 
Building  66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 

Boston  □  Eula  Lawrence  performs  Jazz  at  Club  Cafe. 
209  Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women’s 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room.  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Boston  □  Ellen  O’Brien  performs  at  Club  Cafe,  209 
Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  SI  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon.  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 

grief.  Short-term.  Women’s  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 

Boston  □  Laveme  Sims  performs  Blues,  Jazz  and 
Gospel  at  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus  Avenue.  536-0966. 


By  Caroline  Foty 

Heather  Bishop  boasts  one  of  the  big¬ 
gest,  warmest  voices  in  the  whole 
world.  Her  latest  album,  Walk  That 
Edge  (Mother  of  Pearl,  1989)  shows  that 
voice  off  in  ballads  and  blues,  and  continues 
to  demonstrate  her  skill  for  writing  compel¬ 
ling  melodies.  Not  every  song  matches  up  to 
her  best  —  “Let  Them  Talk,”  for  example, 
is  pretty  bland  music  despite  the  admirable 
sentiment  of  the  lyric.  But  the  highs  more 
than  make  up  for  the  relative  lows.  “Com¬ 
ing  For  You”  has  a  beautifully  turned  tune 
supported  by  satisfying  chord  progressions. 
“I’m  Not  The  One”  takes  on  the  situation 
of  partners  of  abuse  survivors,  and  rocks 
with  the  release  of  frustration: 

I’m  not  the  one,  I’m  not  the  one  who  hurt 
you, 

I  wasn’t  there  when  you  were  just  a  child 
I  am  the  one  who  is  here  now.  I’m  the  one 
who  is  loving  you, 

There  isn’t  any  need  to  make  me  pay  for 
someone  else... 

Everytime  1  think  if  I  could  only  love  you 
more 

Somehow  I  could  heal  your  broken  heart 
The  past  belongs  to  you  alone  and  I  could 
never  fill 

The  endless  aching  of  a  sorrow  eating  at 
you  still. 

“Anna  Mae,”  by  Deborah  Romeyn,  power¬ 
fully  pays  tribute  to  Anna  Mae  Aquash,  a 
murdered  Native  American  activist,  with 
haunting  imagery  and  chant-like  music: 
“Dead  Indian  woman  at  a  cliff  —  There’s 
something  wrong  here  spoke  the  earth  — 
And  nobody  heard  —  Bullet  in  her  head 
nobody  found  —  There’s  something  wrong 
here  rushed  the  water  —  And  nobody 
heard.”  The  strong  band  includes  familiar 
names  like  Connie  Kaldor  and  Carrie  Bar¬ 
ton  (who  makes  her  presence  felt  in  the 
delightful  bass  line  of  the  title  track). 
Bishop’s  music  and  voice  leave  behind  a 
golden  glow. 

Kay  Gardner,  impresaria  of  the  spirit,  has 
recorded  a  tape  of  solo  flute  meditations  in 
Glastonbury,  England,  traditionally  the  site 
of  the  isle  of  Avalon.  Avalon  (Ladyslipper, 
1989),  projects  a  tranquil  mood  even  on 
those  who  haven’t  read  The  Mists  of 
Avalon.  Gardner’s  flute  technique  is 
sometimes  simple,  sometimes  innovative; 
and  sound  quality  is  much  better  than  would 
be  expected  from  a  hand-held  tape  recorder. 


Heather  Bishop 


Kay  Gardner 


Betsy  Rose 


k.d.  lang 


Yank  on  yer  boots  and 
run  get  the  latest 
music  picks 

Torch  to  twang  to  drum  drama  and  solo  flute 


The  inclusion  of  the  sounds  of  the  water  of 
the  holy  well  creates  a  mesmerizing  realism. 
Ladyslipper  is  promising  a  larger  scale 
Gardner  recording  later  this  year. 

A  very  different  flavor  of  instrumental 
music  is  offered  by  Edwina  Lee  Tyler’s  long- 
awaited  debut  recording.  Drum  Drama! 
Tyler  has  been  thrilling  audiences  with  her 
drumming  skills  for  many  years.  This  tape 
gives  an  exceptionally  fine  sample  bf  her 
talents.  “The  Cool  Side”  is  deeply 
meditative,  blending  the  subtle  colors  of 
many  percussion  instruments;  “The  Hot 
Side”  is  exactly  that,  a  display  of  boundless 
energy  and  commanding  technique.  The  live 
recording  enhances  the  experience  by  bring¬ 
ing  in  the  energies  and  responses  of  the  au¬ 
dience.  This  is  a  unique  and  lovely  musical 
experience,  to  be  savored  even  if  you  don’t 
think*  you  like  drumming.  As  hattie  gossett 
writes  on  the  liner,  Tyler  leaves  no  doubt 
“the  drum  is  indeed  a  woman.” 

Betsy  Rose  invokes  a  different  spirit  in  her 
recording  In  My  Two  Hands  (Parallax, 
1988).  Parallax’s  press  material  calls  this 
recording  “a  musical  journey  through  the 
reverent  and  sometimes  irreverent  world  of 
Zen  Buddhism  and  other  sacred 
traditions,”  and  was  recorded  live  at  a  Zen 
monastery.  Inspired  by  a  retreat  led  by  Viet¬ 
namese  Zen  master  Thich  Nhat  Hanh,  most 
of  the  music  reflects  its  Buddhist  origins.  I 
was  put  off  by  this  emphasis  and  my  choices 
of  memorable  songs  lean  away  from  those 
that  are  explicitly  Buddhist.  If  you  are  more 
knowledgeable  about  or  sympathetic 
toward  Buddhism  than  I,  your  choices  will 
probably  be  different.  “Seneca  Moon” 
honors  the  women’s  peace  encampment  in 
Seneca  Falls,  N.Y.,  with  the  simple  elo¬ 
quence  that  characterizes  Rose’s  art: 

The  seventh  generation  is  scattered  in  the 
wind 

Taken  from  the  land  and  separated  kin 
from  kin 

We  come  here  to  remember  we  hold  the 
land  in  trust 

Unto  the  seventh  generation  after  us 
On  Seneca  land. 

“Water,  Fire  and  Smoke”  is  especially 
refreshing  in  this  context  because  it  leads  us 
away  from  religion  to  the  sacred  earth: 

Ancient  the  spirits  of  rocks,  trees  and  wind 
Ancient  the  rites  of  the  green  sacrament 

Continued  on  page  7 
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